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“Why, I can already press
buttons and know my
alphabet.˝
“There is more to get mad about
than words. The fact that Leela in
Futurama only has one eye for
example.˝

“It’s true communication
when there’s nothing but
a Kindle between the
author’s thoughts and the
reader’s eyes.˝
“Allow yourself to write
badly once in a while.˝

“Shh! I’m going to talk
“The danger to himself never
about something
even crossed his mind as he
unmentionable.˝
wrapped his shirt around his
face and plunged through the
“Now, I understood why she needed
smouldering doorway.˝
her weekends away, it was only
Friday evening. I had two whole
days of this to come.˝
“Just because you can do something
free, doesn’t mean that you
necessarily should.˝

“It’s fine to explain why you
didn’t enjoy a book, but that
doesn’t give you the right to
start describing how you’d
like to take a blowtorch to
the author’s bottom.˝

“Five minutes
later,
“To my knowledge, an
tragedy
Indie author has never
struck.˝
put, nor tried to put, a
curse on a reluctant
reader.˝
“Would you mind telling
me what the hell is going
on?˝
“I want to do the right
“This is a really bad
thing for her and for us
and I'm not sure what
idea. Probably the worst
it is yet.˝
idea we’ve ever had.˝
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Dear Reader
Thank you for your interest in the first Indie Scene
magazine. There’s never been a more exciting time for
Indie books.
For the reader, books are no longer selected by publishers
trying to appeal to the masses but driven by a range of
authors as diverse as the reading population.
For the author, self-publishing eBook platforms are
popping up all over the globe and print-on-demand
services have made printing and distributing paperbacks
affordable to all.
We’ve produced this magazine with both readers and
writers in mind. Content ranges from short fiction and
book recommendations to writing tips and author features.
Two particular Kindle forums have been key to shaping the
Indie scene as we know it - the Kindle Users Forum (KUF)
and the Goodreads Amazon Kindle Forum (UKAKF). I felt
that their presence in this magazine was essential.
KUF moderator, ‘Joo’ has shared some of her favourite
responses to her ‘Interrogations’ series and we have an
interview with the founder, Lou Wellman. Kath Middleton,
who edited both of the UKAKF group books, has shared
her reasons for reading Indie.
In the wake of our 2012 Best Indie Book Awards, we see
two of the winning authors, Stuart Ayris and Lynda Wilcox,
in conversation.
There are too many fascinating contributions to mention
them all here. Please see our breakdown on the following
pages.

Damien Nash

A huge thank you to all the contributors who volunteered
articles for this experimental issue and to the team of
volunteer proofreaders. Please help circulate our hard
work by telling others about this free magazine.

Shaun Jeffrey

We welcome feedback on this pilot issue.

Further thanks to
JS Egan

Michael Brookes
Kindle Users Forum (KUF)
www.kuforum.co.uk

RosenTrevithick


Supporting...

UK Amazon Kindle Forum
tinyurl.com/UKAKF

Submissions / Letters / Complaints
admin@indie-book-bargains.co.uk

All books featured in this magazine are available to buy at tinyurl.com/IndieScene
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Five Ways to Read a Kindle Book - Page 24

New Releases - Page 22

Features

Books

6. Why Read Indie Books?

12. Which Jefferson Tate Novel?

Kath Middleton tells us why she loves books that
are independently published.

Readers reveal their favourite novel from Steve
Robinson’s trilogy of genealogical mysteries.

8. Stuart Ayris in Conversation with Lynda
Wilcox
Two award-winning authors talk writing, life and
Bob Dylan.

14. My Top Indie Books
Amazon top 500 reviewer, Elaine, tells us about
her favourite Indie books.
20. Best Indies Books of 2012

18. Joo’s Interrogations

Readers’ favourite books from a variety of genres.

Some of Joo’s favourite responses to her famous
‘Plot Bunnies’ question.

21. Where to Find Bargain Indie Books
Free and cheap eBooks and paperbacks.

24. Five Ways to Read a Kindle Book if You
Don’t Have a Kindle

22. New Releases

Geoffrey Wakeling talks apps, software and
conversion.

Reviews of four brand new eBooks and further
titles to look out for.

26. The Secret Power of Reviews
David Wailing tells us how authors really feel
about reviews.
36. Eye-Catching Covers
Readers choose their favourite covers and tell us
why they like them.
37. Where to Discuss Indie Books
The low down on online forums and groups.
38. Interview With Lou Wellman
The founder of KUF talks group books, Indies and
freebies.

Indie Scene

Plot Bunnies - Page 18
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Short Stories

Writing Tips

11. The Burning Bar
by Matthew W. McFarland

30. Mercenary, Confessions of a Freelance
Writer

The tale of a man’s terror when a bar catches fire
with his nearest and dearest still inside.

Jim Webster shares his secrets about freelance
writing.

16. A Weekend With Family

34. How Much Does it Really Cost to SelfPublish a Novel?

by Drew Payne
A heart-breaking tale about a son’s relationship
with his father after Alzheimer's takes hold.

Rosen Trevithick speaks honestly about the
hidden costs for Indie authors.
40. Don't Give Up the Day Job

28. Forever
by Jenny Worstall

L K Jay reflects on juggling employment and
Indie publishing.

A woman is faced with a difficult decision
concerning her elderly mother.

44. Overcoming Writer’s Doubt

32. A Kindle Saved My Husband’s Gran’s
Neighbour’s Life

How to keep going when it feels like your work is
a steaming pile of pants.

Auntie Pam knew her Kindle was useful but she
had no idea how useful.

51. What to do if a Crocodile Eats Your
Laptop

42. The Wrong Date

Dee Whitaker talks you through a typical selfpublishing problem.

by Claire Williams
Light hearted romance about a girl whose date
takes an unexpected turn.

52. Using Word’s Spell Checker to Look
After Your Names
Olivia Wood offers a quick tip on promoting
naming consistency in your Word documents.

46. One Face
by Rosen Trevithick
The misfits in a local writers’ group come up with
an ‘ingenious’ plan to harness their talents.

Regulars
19. Quiz

Drabbles / Flash Fiction
29. Take That! by Jenny Worstall
49. The Orchid by Katie W. Stewart
51. Just One Question by Ken Magee
52. Poetic by David Wailing

Name that Book - A little fun brought to us by
Jonathan Hill.
48. Readers Q&A
Letters from readers answered by other readers.
50. On the Map
D.M. Andrews tells us about fantasy authors from
the UK.
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Why Read
Indie Books?
A Reader’s Perspective
By Kath Middleton
When I first got my Kindle a
couple of years ago, I picked up a
few Indie books from the
Amazon forum. They didn’t cost
the earth so it didn’t matter too
much if I didn’t get on with them.
A few, of course, I didn’t get on
with. The rest have enriched my
life immeasurably.

distribution.
It must have a
clear, single genre so the book
stores know on which shelf it
should be displayed.

Kath Middleton
˛Ignite’

Although writing a best seller
must be an Indie dream, most
ignitebooks.blogspot.co.uk
are happy that people are now
Kath is a keen reader and
able to read their work and, for
passionate
supporter of Indie
preference, enjoy it and tell
books.
If
you
visit her blog
others about it. Because these
you
will
see
just how
books haven’t had to please an
passionate!
editor and be chopped and rewritten to a formula,
In 2012, she edited the UK
“Because these books haven’t had to they reveal the true
Amazon Kindle Forum
interests and merits of
anthology
please an editor, they reveal the
the author. A good book
‘A Splendid Salmagundi’.
true interests and merits of the fires an arrow straight from
the author’s soul and into the
author.˝
reader’s. With a self-published
Writing is, at its most basic, a eBook, it really is the author’s recommendation or from an
means of communication. Most soul you are connecting with. intriguing promotion or product
Indie authors seem to write The sense of humour, the description, which I would be
because they can’t help it. Many interests, the personal peculiari- hard put to categorise. If I have
have written for years, without ties of each writer are
the means to put their work manifest in the stories they
“It’s true communication when
before readers.
There are write and it’s a delight to
there’s nothing but a Kindle
It’s true
ferocious gatekeepers to the meet them.
when between the author’s thoughts and
publishing world. A book must communication
appeal to a mass audience. It there’s nothing but a
the reader’s eyes.˝
must have the potential to be a Kindle between the author’s
best seller, to justify the costs of thoughts and the reader’s eyes.
to use more than two words to
publishing, editing, proofing,
printing,
advertising
and I have read many an Indie book try to give it a genre, it’s a real
which I chose either from a Indie-mix and that’s a compliment! To fire up a reader, you
have to write what you love. If
you just write what your editor or
‘Best Anthology of 2012’
publisher tells you will sell, that
(Indie Book Bargains)
might please the publishing
industry, but that fire won’t be
A Splendid Salmagundi
there which can ignite the dry
By UK Amazon Kindle Forum
tinder of the jaded reader’s soul.
Blimey, I love a good story, told
A delicious salad of short stories
by someone who is passionate
seasoned with a light dusting of
about it. If the author’s not
poems, covering a variety of genres.
excited by the book, I’m sure I
won’t be.

Indie Scene
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Myths About Indie
Books

“I enjoy being Indie because it
means I get to choose which editors
and illustrators I want to work with.”

Indie Authors Are Authors
Who Can’t Get Published

- Rosen Trevithick

“Self publishing provides me with
absolute control over every step of
the publishing process. I write the
story I want to write.”
- Michael Brookes

In 2013, the benefits of self-publishing
are such that many authors are now
actively choosing self-publishing as an
alternative to seeking a publisher.
Royalties are often higher, you get
greater control over your work and you
don’t have to wait months for your book
to be available for sale.

Indie Books Have a Niche
Market

“Self-publishing is deeply
satisfying. Being solely
responsible for organising all of
the aspects of publishing (editing,
proofreading, formatting, cover
design, retail platforms, pricing
and promotion) means a much
greater sense of involvement with
my writing and my readers.”
- B J Burton

“I chose self-publishing because
I'm too old to hang around waiting
for some publishing company to
decide they 'love' one of my books
(and to pay me about sixpence a
copy sold).”
- Cecilia Peartree

The beauty of Indie books is that you
don’t need a projected readership of tens
of thousands in order to publish one. If
you’ve written a book aimed at blind
Scandinavian women aged 42, then you
can go ahead and publish it for the
benefit of your small sample. However,
although some Indie books have a niche
appeal, the vast majority do not. A typical
reason for being rejected by a publisher is
that a book crosses too many genres
(thus making it hard to place in a
bookshop). Now imagine a gripping
crime thriller, with a stimulating science
fiction element and moments of heart
stopping horror. Does that sound niche
to you?

Indie Books are Full of
Mistakes
Although some writers have selfpublished books that aren’t ready for
publication, Indie authors are becoming
increasingly aware of the need to fight
against this unhelpful stereotype in order
to be taken seriously. Many Indie titles
are professionally edited by freelancers
prior to publication.

“When you see results through
self-publishing, such as a sale or a
good review, you know it is largely
down to you and you alone, not the
people above you pulling the
strings. It is very rewarding.”
- Jonathan Hill

Indie Authors Put Curses on
People Who Don’t Buy Their
Books
These days, unless they’re a very big
name, even traditionally published
authors have to do their own marketing.
Therefore,
self-promotion
can
be
observed in all breeds of author, no
matter how they are published. Some are
pushier than others. However, to my
knowledge, an Indie author has never
put, nor tried to put, a curse on a
reluctant reader.

Indie Scene
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Stuart Ayris
Lynda Wilcox
Two Award-Winning Authors Talk Bob Dylan,
Futurama, Grooving and Girl Guides
Hi Lynda!
Morning, young Stuart.

So how you doing? I love the
spelling of your name by the
way. It's weird. And I like
weirdness.
I have my parents to thank for
the way my name is spelled. I like
it too, and when I see it written
as Linda (i.e. when referring to
me) or I'm addressed as Linda
Wilcox, I think, “that's not me”. I
often wonder who that other
woman is and what she's like.
Funny. The amount of times I
have to spell out my surname
and people still say, "Are
you sure?"

Stuart Ayris
www.stuartayris.co.uk
Stuart was born in the summer
of 1969 and lives in Tollesbury,
England.
Over the years I've put up
stalls in Romford market,
spent two years working as a
road sweeper and some time
as a council gardener. For the
last fourteen years I've been a
psychiatric nurse. I have three
wonderful sons and live with
my wife, Rebecca. I love
cricket, playing guitar and
cheap wine.

hit my stride. The words came,
started flowing and the last scene
of my WIP (which until then had
remained hidden behind a mist
of possibilities) began to take a
more concrete shape in my mind.
I've yet to write it, I'm a few
scenes short of it yet, but now I
can see the way ahead clearly. To
me, that's a huge relief.
How about you? How do you
know you're in the zone? What
do you do to help you get into the
groove?

“I'm so glad writing was
So in terms of your
there, waiting to fill the
writing, how is it you
know that you are in the
gap in my life that
grooving groove?
Guiding left.˝
Grooving, eh? (Great song by the
Rascals, that.) When I'm in the
groove, it flows. I know exactly
what I want to write, word after
word. I don't struggle, reaching
for words that elude me, staying
just on the edge of consciousness,
ungraspable, half-remembered.
No, I know just what I want to
say, what my characters would
say, how they would phrase
things. And the ideas come, too.
It happened yesterday - after a
few dry days, when I struggled to
get the words down, suddenly, I
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The zone is a wonderful place
isn't it? I find that I'm thinking
about
what
I'm
writing
constantly but it takes a drink or
two to really get me going. I
sometimes close my eyes and
type. Like listening to music in
the dark it seems to make so
much more sense and feel more
natural if you know what I
mean. There are times I wake up
in the morning having forgotten
entirely what I have written the
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previous night. When I read it
back I invariably love it - it's like
it was written by another, cooler
part of me!

‘Top Indie Comedy Books of 2012’
(Indie Book Bargains)

Strictly Murder

What do you do if life drags you
away from it (because you have
to go to work, or visit the in-laws,
or take your kids to a sleepover,
or whatever)? Can you pick it up
again easily?
I try and write 500 words a day
and genuinely have no idea
where the book is going
(particularly the one I'm writing
at the moment). But it feels right
so I guess it is right. So I suppose
what I'm trying to say is that I
never really get dragged away
from what I'm writing as it's
always in my, admittedly odd,
mind.
So how long have you been
writing for in terms of putting
books out for people to read?
And do you wonder how you
ever filled your time before then?
Oh, I know how I filled my time,
Stu. I was a Girl Guide leader for
18 years until ill health forced me
to retire early in 2010. I'd already
been writing fiction for about
eighteen months and I'm so glad
writing was there, waiting to fill
the gap in my life that Guiding
left.
Girl Guide leader? Fair play to
you!

By Lynda Wilcox
The estate agent's details listed two
reception rooms, kitchen and bath. What
they failed to mention was the dead
celebrity in the master bedroom.

short) for 500 words per day, but
these days I have at least an
outline to write to. My ideal
would be to have a full chapter by
chapter breakdown all plotted
out before I began to write. It
hasn't quite happened yet, but
each book is better prepared than
the one before it, so I'm getting
there.
The greatest thing about this, and
something
that
constantly
surprises me, is that people not
only read my books, but love
them. OK, I don't please
everyone. Not every reader 'gets'
my heroine and that’s all right.
No, really it is. I've only cursed
them a few times! I've even
received fan mail and broke
down in tears the first time that
happened.
Are you surprised when you get
fan mail? How do you respond to
it, Stu?
Fan mail - well I do get
the odd email or
message, it totally
throws me. I will
never lose the thrill
I
feel
when
someone tells me
they like things I've
written.

“There is more to get mad
about than words. The fact
that Leela in Futurama only
has one eye for example.˝
I published my first book, a
fantasy for children aged 10-13,
in 2011 and then started to write
my funny whodunits, the first of
which, Strictly Murder, was
published in May 2012.
Like you I write every day,
aiming (though often falling

And poor reviews?
Yep I've had one or two of them!
How do you cope with them? I
used to kick the wall until my
doctor refused to fix any more
broken toes. What's your secret
for dealing with them?

Indie Scene

When you've written a trilogy
based on the concept of
forgiveness, what else can you
do but accept people can do or
say whatever they like. Just as it
is only words that we write so it
is only words that others write.
There is more to get mad about
than words. The fact that Leela
in Futurama only has one eye
for example. I'm not eye-ist at all
Continued overleaf.

Lynda Wilcox
writeanglesbylynda.
blogspot.co.uk
Lynda lives in a small town in
England, in an untidy house
with four ageing computers and
her (equally ageing but very
supportive) husband. She
enjoys pottering in the garden
where she grows brambles,
bindweed and nettles along
with roses and lilies. She also
appears to very good at growing
slugs!
She writes fantasy stories for
older children and funny cozy
mysteries for adults.

10
Continued.

but if she had two she would be
even more gorgeous than she
already is. Now that makes me
mad!

‘Best Indie Book of 2012’
(Indie Book Bargains)

Tollesbury Time Forever
By Stuart Ayris

So where do you see your
writing career going Lynda over the next few years? What
are your goals and expectations?
Goals and expectations, eh? I
suppose I really ought to set
some. Originally, I hoped to
make enough from my writing to
come off benefits and enjoy a
comfortable old age but I've
heard enough about sprints and
marathons to realise that I'm
already in Usain Bolt territory. I
don't have enough life left to
make it a marathon! Oh, to be
doing this in my thirties!

In September 2008 I accompanied the
police as they entered a house in
Tollesbury. I was a psychiatric nurse. The
owner of the house was one of my patients.
He had not been seen for two weeks neither had his wife or his son.

What about you? You're young,
in good health (I trust).
Have you heard that Bob Dylan
song - ‘My Back Pages’? It has a
lovely refrain that goes "I was so
much older then, I'm younger
than that now..." And I guess
that is how I see myself.
There's also a great
Charles Bukowski
short story where
every time the
husband gets
nagged
he
shrinks a little.
It ends with him literally
in the palm of his wife's
hand - so where I grow in
one way perhaps I shrink in
others - you can't beat a bit of
balance!

“My aim is to improve as a
writer, to carry on making
people laugh, and to earn enough
to eke out my husband’s small
pension.˝
To be honest, Stu, I'm constantly
amazed that I'm making any
money at all. My aim is to
improve as a writer, to carry on
making people laugh, and to earn
enough to eke out my husband’s
small pension. I hope that's not
too much to ask.
That's a wonderful way to look
at things and I fully agree! It's
all about keeping on keeping on
in an honest and fun way.
Anything else is a bonus!

Cheers!

“The fact that I don't
believe in possessions and
live in my own little world
certainly helps maintain my
optimism!˝

Yes, I love that Dylan line too. My
favourite all-time song is one of
his (though sung by the Byrds)
Mr Tambourine Man. It contains
the line, "In that jingle-jangle
morning, I'll come following
you." I first heard it when I was
about 12, on a bright sunny
morning filled with promise.
These days I'm lucky if I get a
jingle-jangle 5 minutes, lol, but I
still treasure it when I do.
What does the future hold for Stu
Ayris?
Where do I see my future? Well
hopefully just writing. I have
always sailed close to the wind
disciplinary wise at work so who
knows how that will all go. The
fact that I don't believe in
possessions and live in my own
little world certainly helps
maintain my optimism!

Indie Scene

I'll leave you with another quote,
this time from a film. It's Scarlett
O'Hara's classic last line from
Gone With the Wind - "After all tomorrow is another day". Enjoy
your days, Stu, and long may you
continue bringing joy and
pleasure to your readers.

And I will leave you with a quote
from my favourite film "In this
life you can be oh so smart or oh
so pleasant. For years I was
smart. I recommend pleasant..."
Elwood P Dowd - Harvey
Thanks, Stu. Nice getting to know
you, too. Honest and fun. That's a
great summing up.
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A Short Story
The tale of a man’s terror
when a bar catches fire with
his nearest and dearest still
inside.
By Matthew W. McFarland
Joe stood, shoulders slumped,
looking forlornly at the dingy
nightclub where he had made his
living for the past two years, as
the fire began to lick at the edges
of the grimy windows. It wasn't
unusual for a fight to break out
amongst the patrons, as they
drank their whiskey and argued
over card games and women,
whilst the band beat out a dense
rhythm on-stage. What marked
out that evening's brawl was that
tonight an oil lamp had been sent
flying by a wayward swing of a
fist, and the fire had spread
quickly through the old and
rotten timber.
In the commotion of the
fight and the stampede away
from the blaze he had lost sight
of her, and could do nothing to
stop himself from being swept
outside with the crowds. He
couldn't just stand and idly watch
whilst she perished inside – they
had been through so much
together.
The danger to himself never
even crossed his mind as he
wrapped his shirt around his face

and
plunged
through
the
smouldering doorway. Smoke
filled the dark and airless room,
stinging his eyes through the thin
fabric of his shirt as he frantically
swept the room looking for her.
The heat was almost unbearable,
and he could hear a symphony of
cracks and pops as the bottles of
cheap liquor behind the bar
succumbed to the heat one by
one. The beams holding up the
low ceiling were groaning under
the strain, as the old building
slowly disintegrated around him.
The flames were getting stronger,
and the room brighter, as the fire
spread and spread. The smoke
rolled around the room in waves,
as the blaze sucked in oxygen
from outside to feed an insatiable
appetite for anything that would
burn.
Suddenly,
through
the
smoke he saw her lying in a heap
on the stage, already covered in
thick soot, looking trampled and
broken in the hellish light. He
scooped her up into his arms,
afraid to hold her too tight in
case he made worse her already
fragile state.
The noise and smoke had
distracted him, and only now he
realised that the door through
which he had recklessly plunged
only minutes before was now
impassable, a chunk of ceiling
having collapsed before it,
blocking his means of escape.

50 / 50 and Other Stories
By Matthew W. McFarland
A collection of eleven outstanding short
stories by a Northern Irish author.
A policeman is called out to an attempted
suicide on the iconic Forth Rail Bridge. His
previous experience with 'jumpers' has led
to one death and one life saved - his current
record is fifty/fifty, but all that is about to
change.

Indie Scene

Matthew W.
McFarland
matthewwmcfarland.weebly.com

Matthew was born in 1983 in
Northern Ireland. He is about
to release his second collection
of short stories. He currently
lives with his young family just
outside the city of Belfast.

Once more he pulled his
shirt tight around his face, and
with a strength and clarity of
purpose that comes only to a
mind and body coursing with
adrenaline, he leapt through the
grimy window and into the street
beyond. The weakened frame
gave way easily with an explosion
of glass, and he was back out into
the open air, gasping for breath,
coughing and spluttering as his
body fought for oxygen, and his
lungs screamed of the heat and
smoke he had endured to save
her.
The street was still full of the
bar's occupants, most of whom
had stayed to watch the death of
their
favourite
back-street
watering hole, and they now
crowded round him, yelling and
shouting.
“Man, you must be fucking
crazy! You any idea how stupid
that was? You ran into a burning
building for a trumpet?”
Joe smiled.
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Which Jefferson Tayte Novel?
Readers Reveal Their Favourite Novel From Steve
Robinson’s Trilogy of Genealogical Mysteries

Set in Cornwall, England, past
and present, Tayte's research
centres around the tragic life of a
young Cornish girl, a writing box,
and the discovery of a dark
family secret.

Jefferson Tayte uncovers the
disturbing consequences of a
seemingly innocuous act in 1944
that was intended to keep a
family together, but which
ultimately tore it apart.

Working with New Scotland
Yard on what becomes a matter
of British national security, Tayte
soon finds himself in a race to
solve a three-hundred-year-old
genealogical puzzle.

Jefferson Tayte is the sort of character you can’t help being drawn to. He is
excellent at his job – genealogical research – but has his flaws which help to
make him more human. Some ‘heroes’ of novels are so perfect that they get
on your pip! He’s overweight; a sedentary lifestyle and a fondness for
Hershey’s chocolate ensure that. He’s shy in company and a bit unsure of
himself in social situations. He’s got a real fear of flying and for such a big
bloke he comes over as having a bit of a soft centre.
I think potentially my favourite of Steve Robinson’s JT novels is
To The Grave but this is because of the very likeable and human character
of the girl Mena. JT uncovers and pieces together her past and reveals the
injustices done to her by her own family. It’s a stunning piece of writing.
However, Steve’s writing is never simple and the book in which JT’s own
character comes over best, for me, is the third in the series,
The Last Queen of England. In this story we see JT facing a real and
immediate danger to his own life and to that of a newly found friend. His only
friend Marcus introduces him to a woman who has the knowledge (she’s a
history professor) and the bravery to help him in a dangerous mission. He
initially backs away from this close human contact but screws up his courage,
in the nick of time, to go back to her room. It’s just as well he does. This book
has opened up the possibilities of both a working and a romantic partnership
for Jefferson Tayte and I’m eager to see how that works out for him. That’s
got to be the best, from the JT point of view.
- Kath Middleton, East Yorkshire

Indie Scene

I
most
enjoyed
In the Blood because
it was set in Cornwall
and
very
well
researched.
I read a lot of novels
set in the West Country
and it’s very clear that
many of the authors
have never set foot
down here, but Steve’s
portrayal
of
the
geography was very
believable.
I preferred his first two
books to the last one,
because there was a lot
of action in The Last
Queen of England and
I prefer the mystery
element to his writing.
- Ann Crawford,
Cornwall
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I've enjoyed all
three
of
Steve
Robinson's books
about
Jefferson
Tate, but I think
that To the Grave,
the second book in
the series, is my
favourite.

I'd have to choose the latest Jefferson
Tate novel as my favourite. The first
appealed because of its setting in an
area I know very well; the second dealt
with the Magdalene laundries (currently
much in the news). They were both
entertaining reads, but essentially dealt
with 'small' characters.
The Last Queen of England has all
the ingredients to be a big piece of fiction.

This first one of the series was also, as I recall, more
exciting than the others, with the protagonist being under
threat so many times in so few pages that I really thought
maybe Steve was planning to kill him off.

All three are very well written but there
is an extra dimension to To the Grave;
the writing is so evocative, really giving
you the feel of the 1940s. Also, the
character of Mena is so well written that
you feel such empathy for the character.
I found that I really cared about what
had happened to her and was caught up
in how the mystery was solved. The book
left me with many questions, like why
did Mary allow her sister to be treated in
such a way, and how could things like
this happen such a relatively short time
ago? The story of what happened to
Mena is shocking, but there is evidence
to show that her tale was similar to that
of many other young women at the time.
As well as the mystery of what had
happened to Mena there is an exciting
story line that has someone chasing
Jefferson to try to silence him before the
truth is out. I found the whole story
gripping, and even now, nearly a year
after I have finished reading it, I still
find myself thinking about Mena and her
experiences. That, to me, is great
writing.

- Cecilia Peartree, Edinburgh

- Karen, Cornwall

By making the British Royal Family the central theme it
guarantees that British readers will feel involved. Queen
Anne, with her eighteen pregnancies but leaving no
surviving children, is a beguiling start. Add the mysterious
executions of a group of intellectuals; mix in a murderous
conspiracy involving the legitimacy of the current Royal
Family and the result is a totally compelling novel.
- B.J. Burton, Devon
My favourite of Steve Robinson's novels (so far) is definitely
In the Blood. I chose it partly because it was the first
novel I had ever read that had family history so closely
bound up with the story, and starred a genealogist.
Another reason for choosing this one over the others is that
I really liked the part of the plot set in the past and found
that not only was it very consistent in itself but it related
well to the main plot. There is a similar device in To the
Grave but I didn't feel this worked itself out so
satisfactorily.

My favourite is To the Grave with a request for Jefferson Tate to locate a mother for an American
woman who has just found out she is adopted. JT has a birth certificate and a small red suitcase to use to
find her.
Set partly in wartime Leicester, this story has many layers and themes with the reader being drawn into
young Mena's life as she learns lessons about love and loss. The present day story of JT'’s investigation
where it is clear someone is working hard to prevent the telling of Mena' s story has depth of emotion as
well as some heart racing thrills.
Overall I think this was my favourite as it is easy to imagine those times as well as being a credible and
relatively commonplace mystery. Steve Robinson’s writing meant as a reader I ran the gamut of emotions.
- C. Bannister, Jersey, CI

Final Word From Steve Robinson
I couldn't possibly chose a favourite myself. It feels like asking a proud parent of
three which child they like best. Each book offers something different for me. I like
them equally, if for different reasons. If I was voting on a character though I'd have
to say Mena in To the Grave steals the show every time. She's extra special.
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My Top Indie Books by Elaine
Reviews of a Reader’s Favourite Titles
By Elaine G
It is very hard to
pick out just four
books that I have
read
by
Indie
authors over the
past year. I initially
wrote a list and
then had to whittle
it
down
and
eventually arrived
at four which really
have stood out for
me since I got a
Kindle.

Letters To My Wife by Terry Dean
This just blew me away with its storyline of a man who decides to write
a blog to his dead wife but becomes something of a media star when
people latch on to his blog and the word spreads. One of those books
that has you smiling one moment and crying the next.
Beware - just as you think you are not
going to need the tissues any more,
the author sneaks another tear-jerking
moment in! This is an absolute gem of
a read. It’s the story of a man, Kevin,
writing and publishing letters to his
dead wife on a blog, in the hope that
wherever she is in the afterlife, she
will find a way to be able to read them.
Sounds a bit silly when you put it like
that, but trust me, it is an absolutely
wonderful book and when you read it,
there will be a part of you that is
hoping that it is possible. As the story
progresses, it appears the world and
his wife are reading and hooked on his
blog and he turns into something of a
media star. We also follow the
reactions of his family and friends
when they discover the blog.
You very quickly get drawn into the
book. Kevin is an ordinary guy,
nothing special about him, but from

page one you are
on
his
side,
hoping that he
will be able to
move
forward
following
his
wife's death. If
you could give
him a hug and
take him round
some
home
baking,
you
would.
It is not all sad. There are some very
funny moments in the book, but at
heart it is a story about love, about
appreciating your other half and also
about bereavement and the stages
people go through, and the different
ways in which people grieve. This
book is extremely well written, and at
first I had to keep reminding myself
that it was OK, it was only a story and
not real.

My Friend Miranda by I M Griffin
I read it because it was a recommendation on KUF by Nigel P Bird. The opening page with
references to favourite Billy Connolly songs just grabbed me straightaway. A tale of
schoolgirl friendship, it just took me right back to my schooldays at an all girls’ grammar
school – a real nostalgia trip.
As someone who went to an all girls' grammar
school - quite a few years ago - this book really
sent me on a trip down memory lane and I could
absolutely 100% relate to so much of it particularly the Latin and the dreaded needlework
lessons with dodgy sewing machines! This book is
a brilliantly written story about the relationship
between Janet and Miranda who become best
friends at the start of their time together at
grammar school, and is a very touching account of
their first year in the school. Neither of them are
part of the "in crowd, trendy set". They are just
normal little girls who like Wagon Wheels,
hopscotch and guinea pigs, who have been thrust
into "big school" and facing the single most

important decision of their school life: "who will
be my best friend?"
At heart it is a very poignant tale of the effects of
bullying in the classroom, particularly at a time
when a young girl's hormones will be all over the
place anyway and coming under pressure to
conform to the latest fashions etc., as dictated by
the "in crowd" at school. All the characters,
especially the schoolgirls, are extremely believable
and I'm sure anyone reading it can recognise
several of their old classmates in this story.
Although there are some very light-hearted
moments in the book, it is a very sad read and I
finished reading it with a definite lump in the
throat.
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The Bird That Nobody Sees by Stuart Ayris
This is just as beautifully written as Tollesbury Time Forever,
but for me just has the edge on it. I absolutely loved the whole
male bonding camaraderie in the book, which is a lot more
humorous than Tollesbury. I can’t wait for the third book to
come out now, and I am really hoping for Justice For Rod!
If you have already read Tollesbury Time
Forever, you will be familiar with Stuart Ayris's
style of writing and you will be pleased to know
that he has gone from strength to strength. The
narrative here is absolutely superb. The words
that come to mind are beautiful, lyrical,
evocative, stunning, sheer poetry. A lot of
writers may come to a sticky end here, and get
so carried away that a book ends up unreadable
(self-absorbed, pretentious, etc.) but not with
Stuart because he keeps it so real with his
characters and plot that it all just works
perfectly.
It starts with Rod, who just qualifies as a midget,
leaving prison after unfairly serving two months of a
four month sentence. He has lost all hope, has a chip
on his shoulder and murder in mind and is in dire
need of salvation. Enter Eryn Rose from the Eastern
Region Angel Collectiive whose mission it is to save
him. Also enter Rod's new found drinking partners
who rapidly turn into real friends and along with
Eryn Rose's fellow angel Brando, who is there to
assist Liz, Rod's wife (who doesn't quite qualify as a
midget) and it seems as if everything is all going to
fall into place.
One thing that does shine through in this book, for
me more than in the author’s other books, is his
sense of humour - I laughed out loud several times at
the antics of the men, shaking my head thinking

Elaine G
Amazon Top 500 Reviewer
Elaine is a married, working
mother of two boys and has
been reading all her life.
From the time she first
managed to string the words
together in a Janet and John
book, she has rarely been
without a book, only these days
it is the Kindle that is
permanently attached to her.
A product of the punk age, her
music tastes have always been
slightly alternative, so when she
first got her Kindle it seemed
natural to seek out new, Indie,
underground authors.

"typical men",
although none
of
it
is
slapstick - just
well observed commentary on men, particularly
when they are in male bonding "drinking with the
boys" mode.
This book is so well written that you are torn. On the
one hand you want to read and read and read and
see what happens next but on the other hand you
want to savour every word. I am sure I will be
rereading this over and over again in the future.
And the ending? Well that is an absolute corker. If I
met Stuart Ayris now I am sure I wouldn't know
whether to buy him a pint or smack him round the
head with a naanadom!

Pompomberry House by Rosen Trevithick
Well written with great characters. Crime drama with touches of humour,
chick lit, romance – to be honest, it seems to defy classification.
This is an absolute corker of a read - based around
six writers from an online forum who attend a course
in an isolated island house somewhere in Cornwall in
order to produce an anthology of stories. Sounds
boring, but then the stories they write start to come
true. The reader is in for a cracking read as Dee,
seemingly the only sane author at the house, tries to
solve the mystery of what is going on along with her
estranged husband Gareth. We therefore have a book
with a touch of murder mystery, comedy, horror
(with murderous seagulls) and relationship problems
- quite a lot of action for one read!
The book is full of humour, taking the mickey out of
online forums, Indie writers and Amazon reviewers.
The characters for the most part are over the top
caricatures and completely unlikeable with hardly
any redeeming features, but all mixed together and

in the context of this book,
they just totally work 100%.
If it were a "serious" book or
in the hands of a less talented
writer, then admittedly the
plot would also be deemed to
be over the top and farfetched, but in this story,
again, it just works.
To sum up, at first glance the plot and characters
seem doomed but thanks to the author's storytelling
skills it all pulls together wonderfully and the end
result is a fantastic unputdownable read. Well
written, funny and with an original storyline, it is
certainly an example of what a lot of Indie authors
should be striving to produce, but so often fail at.
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found Dad sitting in the
lounge and watching
some quiz show on the
television.
“Hello Dad,” I said.
“This is a cracking
show,” he said, without
taking his eyes off the
television.
“Good,” I muttered and
left him watching it. I
took my bag upstairs to the
house’s tiny guest room.
Eva, my stepmother,
was having one of her
regular “Weekends Away”,
as she called them, and it
had fallen to me to look
after my father. Since his
Alzheimer's disease had
worsened, nearly two years ago,
he couldn’t be left alone.
Previously, Eva had employed
carers from an agency to look
after Dad, when she went away,
but the last time Dad had lost his
temper and struck the carer,
causing her to require stitches.
Now Eva was convinced all the
care agencies had blacklisted her
and so it fell to me to look after
him. I’m the only family he has
left.
I was just starting to unpack
my few things when I heard a
loud crash come from below. I
rushed down the stairs to find
Dad standing in the lounge with
an overturned stool at his feet.

A Short Story
A heart-breaking tale about
a son’s relationship with his
father
after
Alzheimer's
takes hold.
By Drew Payne
Eva was waiting for me, standing
at the house’s front door, when I
arrived, that Friday evening. I
had barely parked the car in the
driveway when she rushed up to
me.
“He’s watching some crap on
the television. I’ve left my new
mobile number, his GP’s number
and the District Nurses’ number
on the front of the fridge. His
pills are in the dosette box, on the
top shelf of the medicine cabinet
in the bathroom. I’ve left a set of
keys in the hallway for you. I’m
off and I’ll see you on Sunday.”
She didn’t wait for me to say
anything, she just rushed past
me, jumped into her car and
drove off. I, with my overnight
bag in my hand, went into the
home. She had been right, I

“It was in my bloody way,”
he said before I could say
anything.
“What were you doing?” I
asked.
“Going for a piss,” he said
and pushed past me, almost
stomping his way out of the
room.

“Eric, my partner, says
Alzheimer's doesn’t change
someone’s personality, it
just destroys their memory
but our memory makes up
so much of who we are.˝

Queer Boy
By Drew Payne
This short story, about gay teen suicide, deals
with the factors that push someone towards
suicide; the drip, drip of abuse that finally
pushes too far. It follows teenager Kieran
through one traumatic morning in his life.

Available from Lulu
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Eric, my partner, says
Alzheimer's
doesn’t
change
someone’s personality, it just
destroys their memory but our
memory makes up so much of
who we are. Eric should know,
he’s a nurse. But Dad’s
Alzheimer's also seemed to have
destroyed any tact he had. He’d
always been blunt (“An old
school,
tactless
reactionary
bastard,” Mum would refer to
him after their divorce) but now
he didn’t seem to care what he
said. Because of that, Eva and
Eric had agreed that it was best
that Eric stayed away from him.
Before Alzheimer's, Dad hadn’t
liked Eric, my sexuality was not
one of his favourite subjects, now
he could be really nasty. So I was
here on my own.
“Eva! Eva! Where the
bastard are you?” Dad shouted, a
few moments later. I always
winced inside when I heard him
swear now. Growing up, he’d
have beaten me for using
language like that.
I found him standing in the
toilet doorway with his pants
around his ankles (I felt another
flush of embarrassment at this).
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“Now, I understood why she needed her
weekends away, it was only Friday
evening. I had two whole days of this to
come.˝
“I’m Tom!” I shouted back,
“Where’s Eva?”
“She’s gone away for the
weekend,” I answered him.
“She never told me.”
“Yes she did,” I told him.
“No she didn’t!” He shook
his head.
I decided not to argue so
instead I said, “Why didn’t you
pull your pants up?”
“Because I can’t reach!”
I knelt down and started to
pull them up for him, careful not
to look at his cock. I’d never
thought I’d have to do this and I
felt my stomach sink with
embarrassment. Once I was done
I said to him, “Let’s go and start
supper.”
I sat him at the kitchen table
while I looked through the fridge,
where Eva had left a supply of
ready meals.
“Where’s Eva?” Dad said.
“She’s gone away for the
weekend,” I told him.
“She never told me.”
“Yes she did,” I repeated
myself.
“No she didn’t, Keith. I know
what she said to me!”
I stopped and turned to face
him, now it was shock that
grabbed at me.
“I’m Tom, your other son.
Keith’s dead. He killed himself
twenty years ago.”
“Don’t lie to your father. I
know my own son, you’re Keith.
Tom killed himself. He was a
dirty little queer and they all kill
themselves!”

my temper finally breaking.
“Keith killed himself when he
was eighteen. His girlfriend fell
pregnant and he wanted to marry
her but you forbade him. You
said Carol was a dirty slut and
the baby wasn’t his. You cut
Keith off without a penny. He
had to drop out of university.
Carol left him and had an
abortion. He was so heartbroken
and so down that he killed
himself. He took an overdose.
You said it was all his fault.
That’s why Mum left you and has
never spoken to you again. I was
fourteen at the time and hated
you for it because you took my
brother away from me.” I’d never
said this to him before and never
told him how much I blamed him
for Keith’s death but the anger
took over and all of it just fell out
of me.
“Don’t you bloody lie to me!”
he shouted back. “I don’t like
your jokes, Keith. Tom was a
dirty little queer who killed
himself because I won’t let him
carry on with that queer bastard
of a boyfriend of his. I know what
happened.”
I balled my fists up in anger.
Eva spent her “Weekends
Away” with a man she’d meet at
her Alzheimer's support group.
His wife had Alzheimer's too.
They booked into a hotel and had
a weekend of sex and romantic
meals, and tried to forget about
their spouses back at home.
When I’d first heard of what
exactly her weekends were I’d got

Drew Payne
www.drew-payne.co.uk
Drew lives in London, England,
where he works as a nurse. He has
been writing prose and drama
since he was a teenager, which he
has had published, in various
publications, with increasing
success, year on year, for the last
ten years.
At present he is working on a novel
set in the contemporary London,
and a fantasy novel also set in the
present day.

very prudish. Eric had taken the
piss out of me, but I couldn’t get
past the fact that Eva was still
married to Dad. Now, I
understood why she needed her
weekends away, it was only
Friday evening. I had two whole
days of this to come.
“Keith, why don’t you bring
that wife of yours to see me. I
want to see my grandchildren. I
have a right to do so, I’m his
grandfather.”
“You
haven’t
any
grandchildren, you stupid old
bastard,” I muttered as I turned
back to the fridge. “You saw to
that…” I looked into the fridge
and wondered which ready meal
would actually choke him.

Get Your Short Story Published Here
If you would like to submit a short story for inclusion in Indie Scene then please email
admin@indie-book-bargains.co.uk
Stories should be approximately 1,200 words long and must be submitted in Word or Rich Text Format.
However, this is a pilot issue so please enquire about the plans for further issues before submitting.
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Joo’s
Interrogations
Plot Bunnies
Joo is well known for her series of interrogations in which she asks
authors a series of questions about their work. Joo and her ‘victims’
have kindly agreed to share their answers to her favourite question:

How do you manage plot bunnies (ideas that
invade your mind that aren’t usually helpful to
the story you’re writing but breed like… er…
bunnies)?

Ju Stacey
˛Joo’
joobook.blogspot.co.uk
Joo is an avid reader, top 1500
Amazon reviewer and a KUF
moderator.
A popular member of the Kindleloving community, she keeps a
popular blog about books,
readers and authors.
She loves watching the birds and
night life in her garden.

Bryan Thomas
“I look upon plot bunnies as furry little
friends, popping up out of their little holes
and running amok with ideas both good
and not so good. Sometimes they are
unmanageable but other times quite selfcontrolled. I wish I had more of them as
their visits are infrequent.”

George Hamilton

Cornelius Harker

“I haven’t really experienced plot
bunnies. I either set out to write a
scene with a strong or basic idea
of what I want to say. In both
cases, but especially the latter,
something
almost
magical
happens, where an even better
idea starts to form as I write.
Those are the best times. Then I
have to sit back and wonder,
where did that come from?”

“I've never actually heard of a plot bunny,
but I like the sound of it. If one pops up I
generally pet it, feed it and sometimes
create another idea for a story out of it.
Failing that I just throw it in a pie and cook
it on 180°C for an hour.”

Willie Wit
“I
don't
really have
enough
room in my
stories for
bunnies - I
did fit an
ant into one
this morning tho'…”

John A. A. Logan
“Ha ha! Plot bunnies, yes, dangerous wee creatures indeed! I do
have a technique for them, having had a couple of books
sabotaged by them over the years. I stop after the first 50
pages/10,000 words of a new manuscript, and I go looking for
them. Usually they aren’t hard to spot (the long ears and fluffy tail
hehheh). I take them out then. Every 10,000 words moving
through the book I check for them again, just to make sure they
don’t succeed in turning one of my books into Watership Down 2.
With The Survival of Thomas Ford, it was very lucky I did a
10,000 word anti-bunny check, because there was a sub-plot
about corrupt Free Mason Police Officers transferred from
London Met to the Scottish Highlands, which I was really
enjoying doing, but under scrutiny I spotted that I would never
have been able to control/do justice to that unnecessary sub-plot
in the full run of a long book, not safely and surely anyway, so
instinct told me to cut that one from the book.”
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Linda Gillard

Michael Brookes

“They don’t actually bother me. I say yes to pretty
much anything that comes into my head, but I
can do that because I don’t plan my books much
in advance. I sometimes don’t even know how
the book ends or which man the heroine will end
up with. This used to worry me, especially when I
read about other authors and their chapter-bychapter detailed planning. I don’t do that. I think
if I knew exactly what was going to happen and how it was going to
happen, I don’t think I’d want to write the book. I’d have no curiosity.
And that’s what makes me write. For me writing is a process of discovery
– finding out about the characters, what they did and why. So if I get
some wacky idea, I don’t reject it, I explore it and often incorporate it. I
love to complicate things.

“I gut and skin them [winks].
I'm a great believer in
planning,
especially
for
novels. Invading thoughts
that threaten the plan have to
have something pretty good
in mind. With shorter pieces
I'm a bit more freeform and
let the bunnies have their say.
Although quite often they are
ruthlessly destroyed when the
edit passes begin. ”

I used to worry about painting myself into a corner plot-wise, creating
situations I wouldn’t be able to resolve, but over the years I’ve learned to
trust the process. I discovered that if you let it, the unconscious mind will
write a much better book than the conscious mind.”

Nicola Palmer
“Plot bunnies? I get Alice to have a word
with them - she can communicate with
animals. In a first draft, my plot bunnies
hop around freely dropping currants all
over the manuscript. But when I read
through the complete story I can usually
spot them, so then I reach for the dustpan
and brush. If I miss them, my editor certainly finds them and
passes comment!”

Mark Faulkner
“If they’re persistent enough,
I change the story. Sometimes
though, I go with them for a
little while to see where they’ll
take me but then they just
dally about and go nowhere
so out comes the shotgun. I
probably delete as many of
these than end up in the
finished story. For me, part
of the fun of writing is seeing
where the story will lead me
so I have to explore them.”

Read the full range of Joo’s Interrogations on her blog

joobook.blogspot.co.uk
More Hot Plot Bunny Action

‘Name the Book’ Quiz

If you’re craving more hot plot bunny
action then check out:

By Jonathan Hill

Revisiting the
Bunnies - The Quiz
When Joo began her interrogations
series there was no question about plot
bunnies. So, she went back and asked
the first twelve authors for their
responses. She’s now running a quiz
for readers to match the response to
the author. Take a look:
joobook.blogspot.co.uk/2013/02/
revisiting-bunnies-quiz.html

e.g. Snow-coloured molars = White Teeth by Zadie
Smith
(Includes traditionally published titles)

1. We must discuss Bacon
2. Orange fruit x 1.25
3. Tweeting
4. The literature stealer
5. Cumulus book of maps
6. Without company in German city
7. The lady in dark clothing
8. Tic Tac Toe
9. Thompson, Watson or Bunton
10. Belonging to Mickey, Minnie and blokes
Answers on page 51.
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Best Indie Books
of 2012
Stand Alone Crime,
Thriller or Mystery

Diaries
Readers were given the chance Ice
by Lexi Revellian
to vote for their favourite
independently published titles
London is under
of 2012.

From a Crime, Thriller
or Mystery Series
To the Grave
by Steve Robinson

The genealogist,
Jefferson Tayte
returns. His
research exposes
the desperate
measures some
people will take to
keep a secret.

twenty metres of
snow, almost
everybody has
died in a
pandemic or been
airlifted south.

Here are some highlights from
the results.
For a full list of winners please see:
www.indie-book-bargains.co.uk/awards/

Overall Best Book

Science Fiction

Fantasy

Tollesbury Time Forever
by Stuart Ayris

Timeline
by David Wailing

The Wrong Stuff
by M T McGuire

A wonderful
journey of selfdiscovery,
displaying
enormous
compassion and
insight by the
author.

The second
instalment of the
K'Barthan
Trilogy.

It’s always risky,
meeting a strange
man for the first
time. But not for
Joanna. Not in
the year 2022.

The Pan digs
himself into an
ever deepening
void of trouble.

Romance

Horror

Children's Fiction

Construct a Couple
by Talli Roland

Words to the Wise : Sirrenvaag
by Cornelius Harker

Jack MacFadden and the Faerie
Realm by D.M. Andrews

The third book in
the ‘Words to the
Wise’ Saga
unearths a
fragment of the
world that has
been both
forgotten and
discarded.

Jack's imaginary
friend, Puck, has
always been
around. Now
Jack's thirteen,
and Puck has
shown no sign of
leaving.

Serenity
Holland, has
returned
journalist pen
and jaffa cake in
hand.

Humour

More Horror

Historical

Pompomberry House
by Rosen Trevithick

Flux
by Mark R Faulkner

Winston & Me
by Mark Woodburn

Packed with
topical references,
provides a
satirical look at
the emerging
world of Indie
publishing.

A number 19 bus
shatters Iain’s
body, but
broken bones
are the least of
his worries.
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A teenage soldier's
adventures at the
side of Winston
Churchill, in the
trenches during
the First World
War.
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heavily
dependent
on customer
reviews.
Look out for authors advertising
review copies or even approach
an author and ask if he or she
would be prepared to gift you a
copy of their eBook in exchange
for a honest review. If you accept
a review copy then you’re not
obliged to write a positive review,
but you are obliged to write a
helpful one. Decide on a word
count with the author before
accepting the job.

Where to Find Bargain
In addition to the
extremely low base
price of most Indie
books, their authors
are very fond of
running free and price-drop
promotions. You just need to
know where to look.

Indie Books
Have you ever noticed that the
Kindle version of a new release is
often as expensive as the print
edition? When The Casual
Vacancy by J.K. Rowling was
released, the Kindle edition was
£11.99. This is a technique
publishers use to control the
market and protect hardback
sales.
Self-published authors, on the
other hand, have complete
control over their eBook prices
and are more sensitive to the
eBook reader’s budget. We know
that Kindle owners are avid
readers who get through too
many books to pay over £10 a
time. Bargain books are why
many people bought eReaders.
Steve Robinson, one of the UK’s
leading Indies, launched the
third instalment of his critically
acclaimed Jefferson Tayte series,
The Last Queen of England, at
just £2.49. This was a long
awaited Kindle title that followed
award-winning prequels.
Nick Spalding was reportedly the
UK’s number one bestselling
Kindle Indie of 2012 yet you can
pick up his most popular book,
‘Love...From Both Sides’ for just
£2.99.

Bargain eBooks

You will find that most of the
award-winning
and
highly
acclaimed authors
“In addition to the extremely low
featured in this
publication
sell
base price of most Indie books, their
entire novels for
less
than
£3. authors are very fond of running free
There are also
and price-drop promotions.˝
many short stories and
novellas on the market and the Free Paperbacks
large majority are priced at 77p.
Goodreads allows authors to give
Free eBooks
away pre-release copies of their
paperback books. However, there
Amazon lists some permanently
are often hundreds of entrants
free books but many pay-for
for every copy. There have been
titles become free on rotation.
The best way to look out for rumours that being an active
bargains is to follow a site that Goodreads reviewer increases
lists daily freebies such as Indie your chances of winning a book
but Goodreads state that winners
Book Bargains or KUF.
are selected at random.
Other
eBook
stores
like
Smashwords and Kobo list Kindle Lending Library
thousand of free eBooks that you If you’re a member of Amazon
can download in a variety of
Prime then you can borrow one
formats.
Kindle book every month free.
Review Copies
So in summary, it’s not difficult
As David Wailing so vividly to find a bargain Indie book but
one.
described, Indie authors are it is rare to find a

SOURCES OF FREE AND BARGAIN INDIE BOOKS
Indie Book Bargains

Free / Bargain
Kindle eBooks
Daily Hand-picked Selection
Instant download
www.indie-book-bargains.co.uk

KUF

Goodreads Giveaways

Free
Kindle and Smashwords eBooks
Hundreds of Freebies Added Daily
Instant download
www.kuforum.co.uk/free_ebooks

Free
Paperbacks
New Releases
Enter draw to win
www.goodreads.com/giveaway
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New Releases
Out Spring 2013

Conversations in the Abyss
By Michael Brookes
Fantasy / Horror

Mask of the Macabre
By David Haynes
Horror / Short Stories

Review by Kath Middleton
ignitebooks.blogspot.co.uk

This quartet
of
interrelated short
stories
is
written in the
Penny
Dreadful style
of Victorian
melodrama
and it pulls
the style off
very well. The
language
is
measured and
portentous;
the dark alley-ways of Victorian
London with their swirling mists are
conjured up very evocatively. The
stories are engaging but gruesome.
They aren’t the slasher, bloodfest style
of horror, although there’s blood in
there aplenty. They are more the
creepy, unpleasant and subtle kind of
old fashioned horror which I very much
enjoy.
There’s some lovely writing here; good
descriptions of the night time scenes,
the buildings, the people. David
Haynes’ writing is showing great
fluency and his characters become
three dimensional because of it. There’s
the theatre performer whose show is
more than it seems, a lunatic asylum
patient, a photographer of the dead,
producing the Memento Mori beloved
of those times and almost, a return to
the beginning... One character in the
book stood out for me and aroused my
compassion but I can’t say more
without spoiling the story. You’ll have
to read it to find out! This is a little gem
of its genre.

Review by Kath Middleton
This is an amazing novel which
weaves together a number of strands.
We meet The Deathless Man, an
entity who has been imprisoned
within the walls of a monastery and is
visited by a good and a fallen angel.
We meet a group of clerics from
Rome who are chasing an ancient
document, The Gospel of Lazarus and
a newly discovered prophecy, and we
follow the preparations made by The
Antichrist for The End Times. It's an
intriguing
tale
and
is
very
philosophical and metaphysical. I
don't think I've ever read anything quite like it.
There's some wonderful imagery used here and the action of
the story is exciting. There's also considerable food for thought.
If you've read Michael Brookes's first novel, The Cult of Me it
will fill in some background on characters you meet here but
it's perfectly possible to appreciate this book on its own merits.
Particularly at the beginning, I found some of this book rather
lyrical, poetic, in its descriptions. I'm assuming there will be
more. I'll certainly be reading it.

The Heist
By Shaun Jeffrey
Crime, Thrillers & Mystery

Review by ‘Judder’
A thrilling short story that you will
not want to put down. Kurt had
planned a fun afternoon for his
family but someone else is pulling
the strings and the afternoon doesn't
turn out quite like Kurt had planned.
It is not long before Shaun Jeffrey
has your heart rate soaring as you
fervently hope that Kurt and his
family make it back home.
A very fast-paced short story that is
absolutely worth the time and money
to read.
Now to solve the puzzle.
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The Trust
By Jamie Sinclair

The Time Hunters and the
Spear of Fate

Crime, Thrillers & Mystery

By Carl Ashmore
Children’s Fiction / Action & Adventure

Review by Kath B.

Review by Ju Stacey

I have read all of this author's
books and, although most of
them have been outside my
usual genre of choice, I have
enjoyed them all. Now this
book is my usual read so I
started it knowing that it had a
bit to live up to in order to
satisfy me. And boy did it...

joobook.blogspot.co.uk

There are a few storylines
running through the book multiple bodies unearthed,
abuse in asylums, euthanasia and, if that wasn't
enough, the author throws in a serial killer too. All
these stories are quite major and there could have
been a danger that there was too much going on in
the book but the author manages very successfully to
keep it balanced and juggles the stories throughout
to give completely satisfactory conclusions.
Once again the characters came across so real that I
reckon this author does more than his fair share of
people watching. The background and description
are kept to the right amount, enough to support the
story but not too much that they take the reader's
attention away from it.
I would very much like to see Rhiannon and Tom in
future books.

This is the third in the Time
Hunters series of books. Like
the first two, this is the tale
of another adventure that
Becky and Joe have with
their Uncle Percy and his
time travelling community.
For this story, they travel to
ancient Egypt and have to
find the Spear of Fate, in
order to hid it from the evil
Emerson Drake.
Yet again, Carl Ashmore has written a really enjoyable,
fun story. With the writing, he treats children as
intelligent people, rather than writing down to them.
There are scary villains, loveable allies and Becky and
Joe's characters develop even stronger.
There is a bit of a history lesson in here and I'd
imagine that it will make children want to find out a
bit more about some of the myths mentioned. I'm sure
if I was (cough) years younger, I'd want to find out
more.
Again, another fantastic chapter from Bowen Hall.

Also Look Out For...

5:2 Fasting & Fitness

Uprising

The Troll Trap

By Linda Gruchy

By Damien Nash

By Rosen Trevithick

Non-Fiction

Fantasy

Children’s Fiction / Humour

Complements Kate Harrison’s
“The 5:2 Diet Book” by
explaining some of the science
of fasting, nutrition and fitness
in easy-to-understand layman’s
terms.

After Leila loses both her parents
in quick succession, she finds
friendship in a young boy who
has no memory of his name, or of
his past.

Will Sludgeside ever be safe from
the disgusting bad trolls and their
horrifying leader, The Ogre of
Uggle?

Linda has a background in
biology and fitness.

He bears the scale of a dragon
symbiant, but there is no dragon,
except in his nightmares.
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stinky, squelchy adventure
packed with secret dens, tree
climbing, troll traps and lots and
lots of revolting smells.
A
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5 Ways to Read a Kindle Book
if You Don’t Have a Kindle
Smartphone App

By Geoffrey Wakeling
So, you’ve heard about eBooks,
you want to build your digital
library, but, alas, you have no
dedicated eReading device. Your
brief foray into the world of
eBooks is over. But, wait… there
is a way. A lot of people think that
because they don’t own an
eReader, there’s no way they can
enjoy the millions of eBooks that
are available, often for only a
fraction of what paperbacks cost.
However, this isn’t true, and just
because you don’t have an
eReader, there’s no reason that
you can’t enjoy all the stories that
are waiting to captivate you.
There are many eBook formats
around but the book you want,
the book you really want, is
available exclusively in Kindle
format. What can you do?

This, in my humble opinion, is one of the
best apps you can download for your
smartphone. The Kindle app from Amazon
does what it says on the tin; it allows you to
read Kindle eBbooks on your phone. Setting
up the Kindle app is extraordinarily easy and
you’re taken through all the steps of how to
integrate your Amazon account with ‘the
cloud’. Then, as if by magic, as soon as you
hit the ‘1-Click’ buy option on your laptop,
hey presto, the eBook is on your phone.
iPod
The days when an iPod was solely for listening to music are gone,
and the iPod Touch offers a huge app store from which you can
download the Kindle app. So, like the smartphone, you can access
your digital library wherever you go and listen to your favourite
bands or composers at the same time.
Tablet App

Amazon’s Kindle
Alternatives
Amazon wants you to buy and
read all those Kindle books, and
so they’ve helpfully created a
range of easy tools to do so. If you
want a method of reading Kindle
files (.mobi) without mucking
about with converting, then these
options are for you.

Pacifier 6
The Shadows Within

I’m a little biased on the above
methods, largely because I don’t
have a Kindle and I don’t have a
tablet. But, if we’re looking at this
with an independent view, then
using a tablet is probably the best
alternative to an actual eReader.
Smartphones tend to be a little small
for reading, so if you want the ideal
alternative option to a Kindle,
downloading the Kindle app on a
tablet is perfect. It’s the same
software
as
for
the
smartphone, syncing accounts
is easy and you’ll soon be
wondering why you were ever
considering buying a Kindle in
the first place.

By Geoffrey Wakeling
The apocalypse has come and gone. A
disease, an infection, that blackened the
Earth with horror. Then came Pacifier 6;
a drug to calm the evil, to dampen the
cravings for flesh and bone.
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Amazon offers tablet apps for
the
iPad,
Android
and
Windows 8 tablet. And, with
tablets becoming the hottest
trend on the block, it's likely
that Amazon will keep those
downloadable apps coming.
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Desktop Download
The thought of sitting at your computer and reading a book might
seem a little distasteful, but once again, modern technology
triumphs. With laptops and netbooks very popular, it’s easy to slump
on the couch (or even in bed if you really want to indulge) with
portable devices. Amazon offers a desktop download that’s quick and
easy to install, so you can read all your favourite Kindle books right
from your computer screen. This way of reading is also ideal if you
prefer to have large text, and provides a great reading option if you
have difficulties with your sight.

Another Option
A Different Brand of eReader

Geoffrey
Wakeling
geoffreywakeling.com
Geoff Wakeling lives in London
and escapes the smog of the city
through his writing. Having
released his debut novel, Inside
Evil, on the tales of a
mysterious world shadowing
our own, Wakeling is now
working on a science fiction
saga in addition to possible
follow-ups to his debut book.

So, we’ve covered the easy options, the alternatives that Amazon has
kindly provided us with to make life a little easier. But, what if life’s
not easy, what if you have a different eReader that you still want to
be able to put Kindle books on? Like many things, this option does
require a bit of techno babble but Calibre – an eBook conversion tool
– is simple to use, free to download and can convert .mobi files into other formats, and vice versa. You’ll
need a computer to convert files, and you’ll need to understand how to drop files into your eReader
library, but it does allow to you enjoy any book on any device.
There are many ways that you can enjoy the millions of Kindle books available without having to actually
go and buy a Kindle. The nice thing with the variety of gadgets is that you can find something perfect for
your needs, and by keeping your accounts synced, you can ensure that your digital library is available
wherever you are and whatever device you have on you.

Other Popular eReaders Available in the UK

Nook

Kobo

Reader

Barnes and Noble have now brought
their Nook to the UK, offering more
ways to enjoy eBooks.

Our favourite high street store,
WHSmith, have their own affiliated
eReader.

If you want to break from the
crowd, Sony's eReader is ideal.

Indie Scene
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The Secret Power of
Reviews
When you spend months or years
writing a book, it matters hugely
what your readers think of it.

By David Wailing
Are you someone who leaves
reviews on Amazon about the
books you’ve read? If so, you may
not realise the gigantic impact
that you – yes, YOU – are having
on the author’s professional life!
Why do you write reviews? You
may simply enjoy expressing
your opinion in written form.
You may get a kick out of sharing
your enjoyment of a book (or
venting some spleen if you hated
it!). And you probably hope that
your review will prove useful to
other potential readers and help
them make a decision about
purchasing it.
But it’s worth bearing in mind
that what you say about a book
can have a subtler, quieter
impact with long-term repercussions.
This is the secret power that
reviews have: the power to affect
authors’ decisions.
All authors care about their
reviews. And ‘care’ is shorthand
for ‘are totally obsessed by’.

marketing teams and other
professionals gathered around
them, to help interpret reader
response. Instead, your review
flies straight to the source and
strikes the author’s unshielded
heart, causing it to swell with
excited pride or deflate like a
popped balloon.

Every writer in the world will tell
you how much they value
constructive criticism, and how
gratifying it is to receive
feedback, whether positive or
negative. But of course, writers
like to dress things up in
fancy words, don’t they? What “Your review flies straight to
they’re really saying is “Please
the source and strikes the
please please tell me you loved
my book! I’ll be your bestest author’s unshielded heart.˝
friend!”
Remember, for most writers, it
This isn’t a matter of needing an isn’t the day job – it’s their
ego boost or being self-centred. personal obsession. It couldn’t be
It’s much more important. It’s more personal if you’d read their
very, very, very easy to simply diary. “Started well, the secret
stop writing and go do something fling with her boss was fun to
else. To be an author, you must read about, but she could have
feel confident that you can make gone somewhere more exciting
your words soar above the page for her summer holiday and
and into readers’ imaginations. most of her friends are dull as
Reviews are high-grade fuel for ditchwater, so her life only gets
the writing engines, and without two stars from me.”
them a writer is likely to take the
path of least resistance… which is But leaving aside the emotional
response, your reviews also
downwards. Crash. Never to fly
directly affect what that author
again.
does in future. You are helping to
Indie authors, in particular, steer the path their career takes –
aren’t clad in as much armour as almost as if you were their agent
those who are signed up with a or editor.
publishing house. They don’t Reviews can change minds. They
usually have agents, editors, can make authors reconsider

Bang
(Memoirs of a Relationship
Assassin)
By David Wailing
So, you've hired a detective agency to
prove your partner is cheating on
you. But there's no evidence to be
found. Who you gonna call?
Me. I am the assassin. Your friend.
Anything your other half secretly
desires, whatever makes her give in
to temptation... that's who I'll become. Get close to her. Take her
out. Bang.
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their plans. If the latest book
receives rave reviews, these will
make an author feel he or she is
on the right path. It will help
decide which direction to take
future work in – perhaps to stick
with the same genre and style,
instead of experiment with
something else.
They may even decide to turn
that one-off novel into the first in
a series. Reviews can literally give
characters who were only created
for one story a new lease of life.
More critical reviews can have
greater impact. A planned series
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of books might stall, if the first
one is not proving successful. The
author may decide a particular
style of writing or genre isn’t for
them after all. This could be
beneficial in the long run, and
may lead to them working on
something that is a much better
fit. But it might also lead to a
long dark night of the soul, where
confidence drops and writing
ability is questioned. Crash.
My own experience of this
happened early last year. I had
my 2012 plans all worked out,
including rewriting an old novel
and a sequel to a previous book.
Until I was fortunate enough to
receive a number of generous
reviews about two linked short
stories, Relationship Status and
Timeline. This included demands
for more stories, or a proper
novel. The consumer had spoken!
My plans went in the bin, and
ever since then the Auto series
has been my priority project, and
will be up until the end of 2014.
You don’t think that sounds like
such a big deal? It’s HUGE.
Imagine the comments of
complete strangers guiding your
life. Helping you decide which
job opportunity to take, or where
you’d like to live.

walking around the marketplace,
listening to what their customers
have to say.
The double-edged nature of
Amazon is that anyone can say
anything, within reason. It’s very
democratic in that sense, and
reviewers should feel free to
speak their minds. Even though
this can give authors the heebiejeebies. We always have to screw
up our courage before publishing
a book and sending our baby out
into the big wide world!
But there are a few things it may
be worth keeping in mind, if you
are keen to impress others with
the quality of your reviews – not
to mention your amazing powers
of perception and taste!
Your honesty is always welcome,
but it’s even more welcome if it’s
balanced. Not every reader will
have your tastes, and remember,
you are writing for a very broad
audience. So if there were parts
of a book you liked as well as
disliked, then why not mention
both? Hopefully it’s rare to read
something 100% terrible. (And
100% fantastic books are even
rarer!)

Politeness also goes a long way in
print, as well as in real life. Your
opinion will carry
more weight and
“It’s fine to explain why you didn’t
people will start
enjoy a book, but that doesn’t give you to trust what
the right to start describing how you’d you have to
say. It’s fine to
like to take a blowtorch to the author’s explain why
you didn’t enjoy a
bottom.˝
book, but that doesn’t give you
No, it’s bigger than that. Imagine the right to abuse the author and
letting strangers decide what you start describing how you’d like to
are going to think about every take a blowtorch to his or her
single day for the next two bottom.
years.
Would you leave yourself open to
that? Authors do.
Amazon’s reviewing system isn’t
perfect, but it’s powerful, because
it brings a writer down from the
ivory tower that traditional
publishing locks them away in.
Instead they’re on ground level,

It can sometimes be difficult to
rein in your enthusiasm, but it’s
important not to come across as
if you’re the author’s mum. You
want people to believe there’s no
connection between writer and
reviewer. Even if you think it’s a
five-star book, is it really ‘the
most fabulous life-enriching
work of art I’ve ever been blessed
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David Wailing
www.davidwailing.com
David is a London-based
author most popularly known
for his ‘Auto’ series.
He writes contemporary
fiction, a blend of mystery,
thriller and humour.

to read in my entire life’? Did an
unsatisfying read really deserve
to be called ‘as difficult to endure
as a rectal polyp the size of a
pineapple’? No need to go
overboard in either direction!
Do try to avoid including spoilers
about the plot. Not even if you
write ***SPOILER WARNING!
*** first – that’s like surrounding
it with flashing lights, and
nobody can resist peering at a car
crash. Admittedly it’s hard to
write a review without giving
much away, but striving to do so
is good practice and will make
you seem more professional and
trustworthy.
So if you are someone who writes
book reviews, bear in mind that
your comments have the power
to shape the future direction of
an author’s career – to bring
about more of what you like, and
less of what you don’t.
Finally, to all you reviewers:
THANK YOU. We read your work
with at least as much involvement and interest as you do ours.
Please never stop telling the
world what you think.
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A Short Story
A touching story about a
woman faced with a difficult
decision concerning her
elderly mother.
By Jenny Worstall
I felt a sharp needle-like pain as I
pulled out my first grey hair.
Drawing closer to the mirror, I
looked anxiously for further signs
of decay. Surely, those wrinkles
around the eyes were deeper?
And my neck was definitely
showing its age. My mind started
to dwell on uncomfortable
thoughts of mortality. I pulled
out another grey hair, then
noticed another and then saw a
whole streak of grey.
"Nearly finished the hall,
darling," called my husband
Tom. He stood at the bedroom
door grinning at me, wearing
filthy paint-splattered overalls
and
carrying
a
dripping
paintbrush.
"Mind what you're doing
with that - we don't want paint
on the carpet," I protested.
"Well you've already got a
few streaks on you," said Tom
good naturedly. "I can see a grey
mark on the back of your shirt

and a couple in your hair. What
have I said that's so funny?"
I explained my mistake
to Tom as I tried to pick
the grey paint out of my
hair.
"Well don't pull any
more hair out. I don't mind
a grey-haired wife, but I draw the
line at a bald one!"
Then he added, with a more
serious note in his voice,
"Are you all right, darling?
Are you still worried about your
Mum?"
"Oh, I'm OK. I just can't stop
thinking about her. I want to do
the right thing for her and for us
and I'm not sure what it is yet."
"Well you know I'll give you
my full support whatever you
decide."
I looked up at Tom
gratefully and he moved closer to
take me in his arms.
"Keep away from me with
that brush," I laughed as I
slipped out of his reach. "You
really are impossible!"
***
In the afternoon I drove along
the coast road to the nursing
home where my mother now
lived. Noisy seagulls soared
overhead and the fresh biting
wind wrapped my skirt against

Make A Joyful Noise
By Jenny Worstall
Tristan is a choral conductor, twice
married and determined not to be caught
again. Lucy is a young music teacher in
his choir and she is besotted with him.
Steve, a bass in the choir, adores Lucy
while Claire, a soprano, has designs on
Tristan.
Available from Amazon in paperback
or Kindle format.
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me as I ran up the wide stone
steps of Everdene. I was greeted
by the Matron, Mrs. Crabtree, in
the hall.
"Mrs. Winthrop's not too
good today, I'm afraid dear, but
she's really looking forward to
your visit. Would you like to
come and have a few words with
the doctor? Come this way then."

“I want to do the right
thing for her and for us
and I'm not sure what
it is yet."
Later, I sat by my mother's
bedside, smoothing the hair back
from her face as delicately as I
could. Her skin was like the soft
leather of gloves that have been
carefully put away in a scented
drawer for years and her hair was
an intricate mesh of fine silver
threads. She looked up at me and
there was a tremor in her voice as
she said, "You will be coming to
see me tomorrow, won't you? I
look forward to your visits so
much."
"I'll be in to see you every
day, Mum, and William and Tom
will be here too at the weekend.
You mustn't worry - we'll look
after you. Now get some rest. I'll
stay with you a little longer while
you sleep."
She gave a sigh and her frail
form relaxed. I continued
stroking her head and as she
drifted into sleep my thoughts
went back to my childhood with
all its fun and excitement. We
were always busy dressing up or
cooking little grey pastry shapes
for my father to eat when he
returned from work or making
fantastic pictures with poster
paints and glitter. At the centre of
it all was my mother with her
endless vitality and enthusiasm.
"I love you forever, Mum," I
murmured softly, as I kissed her
perfumed cheek.
***
I took the long way home and
stopped for some time looking
out over the endless stretch of the
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sea. The sun sparkled on the
waves and the water faded from
blue to a dull grey as it merged
into the horizon.
"Just a few more months,"
the doctor at the nursing home
had told me. "This will be her last
winter."
A pink glow spread over the
water from the setting sun and I
knew what we would be able to
do. The sun sank lower and lower
until it was extinguished in the
water. Tom would have finished
the decorating and collected
William from school by now.
***
As I let myself into the house, the
smell of paint hit me. Tom stuck
his head over the banisters and
blew me a kiss.
"Hello, darling! I could
murder a cup of tea."
"What a welcome!" I said,
smiling. "If I make the tea, can
we sit down and have a chat?
There's so much we need to
discuss."
"I know,” Tom replied. "I've
been thinking about your mum
all afternoon.”
We talked over steaming
mugs of tea in the kitchen and
found that we were in complete
agreement about the course of
action to take.

"Shall I make the call then?"
I asked.
"Go on love - you know how
happy your mother will be."
I dialled the number of
Everdene.
"Hello? Mrs. Crabtree? It's
Mrs. Winthrop's daughter here.
We've decided that the best
decision for my mother is to have
her here with us for her last few
months. Yes, I know it will be a
lot of extra work and I appreciate
how different things will be for us
while she's here, but you see
there's really no other solution,
not for my mother, not after the
way she's looked after me and..."
Just then the door flew open
and our son William rushed in,
dressed as Superman. He gazed
with amazement at Tom's hair
which was liberally sprinkled
with grey paint.
"You look old," he shouted.
"Doesn't Daddy look old, Mum!
When you're both old, I'm going
to look after you. You'll need me
then to do your shopping and
stuff. Don't worry - I'll look after
you."
William ran out and as he
disappeared from view I could
hear him saying, "Love you
forever!"

Jenny Worstall
www.jennyworstall.webspace.
virginmedia.com
Jenny is a musician, teacher
and writer, and lives in South
London with her husband and
two teenage children.
Choral singing has always
been a passion and it was
during a rehearsal with the
BBC Symphony Chorus that
she looked across the choir
and saw the man she was to
marry.
After starting a family, she
gave up full time class
teaching, increased her piano
teaching and at last found time
to write.

Take That!
By Jenny Worstall

Jenny’s collection Lemon and
Lace was a runner up in the
Best Indie Books of 2012
‘Anthologies’ category.
It is now free to download from
Smashwords.

"Take that!" said Kevin as he pushed the knife into the bag of
stage blood taped inside Daphne's jacket. Pensioners snored in
the stalls and teenagers sniggered as Daphne crumpled up
gracefully, the bright red stain of the fake blood glinting in the
spotlight.
"Hilariously unrealistic," scribbled the critic from the local
newspaper.
"Let's walk by the river," suggested Kevin. "We've got time
before the evening performance."
There was a smell of decay by the water. Daphne felt her
shoes squelching on the rotting leaves and wished she had worn
her boots. She wept, knowing that Kevin was about to finish with
her.
"You want to end it, don't you?" she sobbed." You've met
someone else."
Daphne reached inside her coat. "Take that!" she snarled as
she plunged the knife deep into Kevin's heart.
"Tragic slaying!" screamed the national headlines.
This short was originally written for Words Unlimited
www.wordspi.com/140-little-words.html
We highly recommend a visit if you enjoy flash fiction.

Indie Scene

30

Dairy Farming, Wargaming and
Smiling Sweetly
Mercenary, Confessions
of a Freelance Writer
By Jim Webster
The correct question to ask a
freelance writer isn't 'What do
you write about?' it's 'How much
do I have to pay you?' So what's a
nice guy like me doing in a job
like this? Well sit down, take the
weight off your conscience and
I'll tell you.

investment, flexible hours to fit
round the sixty or more hours a
week I was working anyway; it
had potential.
So I purchased a typewriter. In
the age before universal keyboard
skills, my mother asked whether I
was going on a typing course.
With classic arrogance I asked in
perfect innocence; “Why, I
can already press buttons
and know my
alphabet.” Armed
with paper and
carbon paper I was ready to go,
but what to write?

“Why, I can already press
buttons and know my alphabet.˝
Way back in my late teens, it
struck me that I needed to branch
out and get some alternative
source of income. I was farming
in partnership with my parents
on a small dairy farm and I knew
enough about the business to
know that a small farm needs two
sources of income.
Most farmers have worked out
that a wife who works provides
the second one, but I didn't have
a wife. So where was my second
income stream coming from?
Writing, at the time, looked like a
positive option, low capital

Well my advice is start off with
what you know. What are your
hobbies, your interests? I was a
member of 'The Society of
Ancients' which was and
still is "an international
amateur society for the
promotion of the study of
ancient
and
medieval military
history
and
wargaming the period 3000 BC
to 1500 AD." They have a
magazine, 'Slingshot' and it
depends on articles sent in by

members. So I sent in articles. I
wasn't paid for them, but it didn't
matter; I was published and I was
learning to write. I kept this up
for a while (actually I still submit
articles, I'm still a member) and
looked round for more places to
put my articles. Here I learned
one golden rule. Because I was a
regular contributor to Slingshot,
people assumed I knew a bit, so
when I sent in contributions to
'Miniature Wargames', I had
'credibility'. Not only were these
articles published, but Miniature
Wargames paid me. Suddenly I
had cheques to cash.
Next I had a stroke of luck. Our
local paper wanted someone to
write a couple of articles on
agriculture and environmental
issues. They asked one person
who couldn't do it but recommended me because he knew me.
So they phoned me and asked if I
would do them some articles. I
said yes and asked the most
important question of all. 'How
much are you paying?'

“Don't be precious. Learn to
match your style to the
publication you're writing for.˝

Dead Man Riding East
By Jim Webster
In this new adventure set in 'The Land of
the Three Seas', we again follow Benor and
watch and feel as though we take part in his
hectic life. He both pursues and is pursued
when he ‘liberates' a prince's concubine
(and keeps her!) and the prince, naturally,
doesn't want to let the matter rest.
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When dealing with 'proper'
newspapers and similar, never be
afraid to ask this question. If you
don't, they'll tend to assume they
can get away without paying. So
suddenly I had a weekly column,
which paid £11 a week. Initially I
would go into town and hand my
copy across the front desk but
then technology took over and I
faxed it to them.
So what are the lessons I learned
so far?
a) Write about what you know.
Wargaming, ancient military
history, and agriculture are not
outrageously fashionable subjects
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but I know about them, and
people are willing to pay money
to read about them.

to give up the day job (I still farm
a bit). Freelance writing is a very
unreliable source of income.

b) Get your copy in on time.
Brilliant literature three days late
is useless. The editor needs
something adequate on time.

Be prepared for the knock-backs.
No sooner do you get an editor
properly house-trained than they
go off on maternity, retire, move
to a different publication or
whatever and the next editor is a
new broom who wants to sweep
clean and doubtless has freelancers that they already use. Don't
worry about it, smile sweetly,
wish them all the best and keep
looking for more work. Don't be
bitter and burn your bridges, you
might need to go back that way.

c) Don't be precious. Learn to
match your style to the publication you're writing for.
d) Don't be precious. The editor
who commissions you is paying
for it; give the customer the sort
of thing they want. After all, as
one wise old freelance said to me,
all we're doing is decorating
paper to wrap fish and chips in.
e) Don't be precious. You're a
craftsman, not an artist. Do the
job, present the invoice, cash the
cheque. Don't have tantrums;
don't make life difficult for
people. Be the sensible and
reliable one they trust.

Constantly keep your eyes open
for new sources of work. Be
flexible. I discovered that after a
while you can end up being
considered 'an expert.' It even got
me some consultancy work.
Remember that as a freelance you
are 'an expert' for
the length of time it
takes to research and
write the article. A
fortnight later you might
have forgotten all about it,
but for a short time, you're
absolutely on top on the subject.
Looking back to when I started, it
used to be much harder. Now
with the web, information is so
much easier to come by, but you
still have to have the knowledge

“Don't be in too much hurry to
give up the day job. Freelance
writing is a very unreliable
source of income.˝
I once got a phone call from a
publisher. They wanted a section
adding to a book they had
commissioned. The freelance
writer who was supposed to have
written the section had just gone
AWOL. They had a five day
window; could I do anything?
They posted the draft book to me
by courier. I read it that night,
wrote three thousand words next
day, sent it back to them by
courier, and the following day I
went with my wife and daughters
on our family holiday. But that
evening I phoned the publishers
to check that the document had
arrived. It had. One satisfied
customer, and one honest
freelance with an enhanced
reputation plus four hundred
pounds dropped into the bank.
So what advice would I give?
Firstly don't be in too much hurry
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Jim Webster
jandbvwebster.wordpress.com
Jim Webster is ‘probably fiftysomething’. His tastes in music
are eclectic, and his dress sense is
rarely discussed in polite society.
In spite of this he has a wife and
three daughters.
He is a freelance writer and
author of fantasy novels including
Dead Man Riding East and
Swords for a Dead Lady.
He lives in South Cumbria.

to know what is and what isn't
accurate.
I must admit that I managed to
put off writing books for years.
After all, when you write 1000
words and get paid, writing
70,000 words and not getting
paid doesn't sound too good a
deal. But eventually I was lucky. I
had a window with less work but
money still coming in, so I
wondered how I should spend the
time. I took a gamble and
produced a couple of fantasy
books. After nearly thirty years
writing a minimum of 100,000
words a year, every year, I think
I've probably served my time.
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REAL LIFE STORY
But then Brad’s grandfather
delivered the best news I could
have hoped for. “I was wrong!
She really did just faint.”
“Can I buy you
a drink?” asked
a stranger called Brad. Already I
knew he was the love of my life.
“Sure,” I said, blushing. He was
so much gentler than my ex,
Brett, who used to bonk me on
the head with a frying pan and
kept a gun in my oven.
Our relationship developed fast
and I rapidly
got to know his
family,
especially
his
grandma’s
neighbour
Pam, who
became like
a mother to
me. My own
mother
had
been jailed for setting fire to a
llama when I was three and our
relationship never recovered. My
father had been killed in an

“At the
reception,
tragedy
struck.˝

unfortunate skipping accident, at
sea.
Pam was very proud of her
Kindle, which she always kept in
her jacket pocket. She told us
about all the great Indie books
you could buy. She kept it in a
Kevlar case for protection.
Ten weeks later, Brad and I
married in a church in Blackpool.
It was like a dream come true. All
his family were there at the
wedding including Auntie Pam.
However, at the reception,
tragedy struck. Brad was just
comparing me to a Sri Lankan ice
sculpture when Pam collapsed!
“It’s okay – she’s just fainted!”
called Brad’s grandma.
“No she’s not!” cried his
grandfather. “She’s having a
heart attack!”
I felt my own heart stop. Not Pam
– not my surrogate mother!
“Don’t worry,” said Brad, putting
an arm around me. “She’ll be
okay.” But I knew he was just
trying to reassure me.
“Does anybody know how to treat
a woman having a heart attack?”
cried someone.
Nobody in the room of 50 people
spoke. It was a small wedding –
Brad and I felt that it was how we
felt about each other that
mattered, not how much we
spent on a ceremony. My dress
came from ASDA and I made my
bouquet from old tights.

A Kindle similar to Pam’s
(Not Pam)

“I know!” shouted Brad’s gran.
“Let’s look up how to save Pam
on her Kindle!”
“Great idea!” I exclaimed.
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“Too much wine!” laughed Brad.
We all laughed, we were just so
relieved that Pam was going to be
all right.
However,
five minutes
later,
tragedy
struck. The
door to the
football
club burst
open. At
first I didn’t
recognise my ex, Brett but
then his lazy stubble and grade
one hair came into sight. I felt
chilled to the core.
When
Brett
revealed a gun, I
was not surprised.

“Five
minutes
later,
tragedy
struck.˝

“She’s
mine!”
he
shouted at
Brad,
pointing
the
gun at my
newlywed
husband!

Pam,
still
disorientated
after her fall,
chose this moment to stand up.
She was directly between Brad
and Brett. Everything seemed to
happen in slow motion. There
was a loud BANG. People threw
themselves on the ground.
I looked up. Nobody had been
hurt.
Brett
had
missed
completely.
Irritated with his poor shot, Brett
mumbled shockingly rude words
and retreated out of the door.
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However, not long after, tragedy
struck. The door to the football
club burst open again. At first I
didn’t
recognise
the greyhaired
woman with
hunched
shoulders and
an evil glint in
her eye.

“Not long
after,
tragedy
struck.˝

“Remember
me?”
she
demanded.
“Your

mum!”
I felt chilled to the core.
“Didn’t think to invite me to your
wedding?” she shouted. She
walked forward and grabbed
Pam. “Who’s this? Fake mum?”
Real Mum whipped out a knife
and held it to Pam’s throat.

Popular Quotes
“People are predictable.
That's what makes them
easy to kill.”
‘The Kult’
by Shaun Jeffrey

“Living is just like
buying a pair of shoes: if
you choose the right
ones, they'll take you
where you want to go
while keeping you
comfortable. If you pick
the wrong ones they'll
still take you, but every
step will hurt.”
‘Mama's Shoes’
by Rebecca Elswick

I was so relieved that Pam was
going to be all right. It was a
shame that my mum had to be
knocked unconscious but she
made her choice when she took
out that knife. If Pam hadn’t
defended herself with a Kindle,
my mum would have killed her.
Thank goodness for eBooks.

by Stuart Ayris

“If you can’t be of good
character, write a good
character.”
by Rosen Trevithick

“Let’s face it, you ran this
home and took care of the
girls, and aside from
bringing home a great
paycheck, he never lifted
a finger. You have always
done it all, dear. My
heavens, you even had to
schedule his colonoscopy
last year. I mean, the man
couldn’t arrange for a
tube going up his own
ass.”
‘Better off Without Him’
by Dee Ernst

Five minutes later, Pam choked
on a profiterole and passed away.
Brad and I are getting a divorce.
He was the love of my life but the
stress of losing his gran’s
neighbour was too much even for
our strong relationship. He ran
off with my mum and last I
heard, they were planning a dog.
My only comfort is the
knowledge that it could have
been so much worse. Thank
goodness that Kindle was there
to protect Pam.

‘Tollesbury Time Forever’

‘Pompomberry House’

I didn’t know what to do. I was
almost in tears.
Then, Pam grabbed the Kindle
from her jacket pocket and
knocked Mum on the head with
it. Mum fell to the ground
instantly.

“Forgive everybody
everything. Recognise
beauty wherever it is.
Understand the nature of
loss. Give love wherever
you go. Anger devours
the soul. Look deep or do
not look at all.
Imagination is life. Trust
everybody, for at heart,
people are good.”

"‘Excuse-moi,’ Maureen
inexplicably said to the
elderly gentleman she
nearly felled. Maureen
was neither French, nor
in France, nor talking to
someone French, but
whenever she was
abroad, wherever she
was abroad, French
expressions slipped out
like diarrhoea.”
‘Maureen Goes to Venice’
by Jonathan Hill

“Proximity doesn’t make
a friendship. It’s the
foundation you’ve built;
your shared history.”
‘Construct A Couple’
by Talli Roland

“Line dancing is just
another witless American
import along with trick or
treating, canned laughter
and Scientology.”
‘Strictly Murder’
by Lynda Wilcox
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How Much Does it Really Cost to
Self-publish a Novel?
The Hidden Costs of Indie Publishing
By Rosen Trevithick
When it comes to perceptions
about the cost of self-publishing a
novel, people tend to fall into two
camps – those who think we
spend thousands and those who
think it’s completely free.
The former view dates back to the
days of ‘vanity publishing’ when
unsigned authors could either pay
to get their books printed or
resign to the fact that they would
never be read.
Cue eBooks. When Amazon
launched the Kindle, in 2007,
readers really began to see
eBooks as a comfortable alternative to paperback books. Amazon
launched their Kindle Direct
Publishing
platform,
which
allowed authors to submit their
own eBooks. Eventually, they
removed the ISBN requirement
making the publishing process
free to setup.
KDP, Smashwords and Kobo
Writing Life are just some of the
sites that allow you to publish an
eBook free and then take a cut
from your profits. Sometimes
their cut can be as high as 70%.
However, because they only take
a share when you sell a book,
there is no element of risk.

Print-on-demand services such as
FeedARead and CreateSpace
work on a similar principle. You
can setup a book free, and then
the publisher takes a cut when
you sell a book.
So, in theory, you can publish
both eBooks and paperbacks
without any start-up costs.
However, just because you can do
something for free, doesn’t mean
that you necessarily should.
Ask yourself this: do you want to
publish a book or a great book?

You may think that 200 x £5 is a
tasty bonus for fulfilling your
life’s dream, but the other piece of
bad news is that books by
unknown Indies sell for less than
£2. You are unlikely to make
more than £1 per unit, with 26p
being a lot more realistic expectation. (Of course, you deserve to be
able to earn much more, but the
market is flooded and sadly many
readers won’t risk the price of a
pint of a beer on a book by a new
author.)

“Just because you can do

If you’ve always dreamt of
something free, doesn’t mean
being published then the
chances are that you
that you necessarily should.˝
dreamt of publishing a
professional
quality
book. So, all things considered, it’s
Unfortunately,
publishing
a unlikely that your book’s royalties
professional book is not free.
will exceed £100. Therefore,
How Much Do You Have to
Spend?
Before you read on, you need to
be realistic about the income your
first book is likely to generate.
Although the news is full of
stories about ordinary people who
made their fortune selling
eBooks, the Amanda Hockings
and John Lockes are few and far
between. Most of us sell fewer
than 200 copies of our first book.

Tips For Free Professional Standard Self-Publishing
Proofread : Join a local writers’ group for feedback. Use an online
forum to pair up with another author needing an editor. Give away prelaunch copies and collect comments.
Cover design : Exchange for services like critical feedback, blog posts
and references. Look for students and new artists trying to build a portfolio.
Proof copy : Auction off your proof copy to cover costs.
Distribution : Sell your books at local community sales and host
author events in local pubs in exchange for custom.
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think very carefully before
deciding whether or not to invest
money in polishing your book.
Professional Editing
I originally published without
professional editing. Then, once
I’d saved up my royalty payments,
I went back and reuploaded new
proofread versions. My review
ratings went up by a whole star.
Customer reviews will drive sales
at the beginning of your career so
you need to look after your
reviewers. Selling unpolished
material will not charm snarky
readers.
On the other hand, if you’re
struggling for cash, don’t spend
money you don’t have — it’s not a
sound investment, it’s a risk. The
beauty of eBooks is that you can
publish as many revisions as you
would like.
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It is not advisable to publish a
paperback without a professional
editor. Not only are mistakes in
print editions there forever, but
most print-on-demand services
charge you to update your file.
If you can’t afford an editor then
see our tips inset. If you do have
money to invest then the next
thing to do is work out whether
you need a line edit or a proofread.

If you have the skills to create
something professional looking
on your home computer then
that is easily the cheapest option.
If you don’t have suitable artwork
then you can buy the rights to
royalty free artwork on the
internet (typically about £20.)
Remember to create something
that looks good in thumbnails as
well as full sized.

Professional
cover
design
can
set
you
“Don’t spend money you don’t have —
back £100it’s not a sound investment, it’s a risk.˝ £200.
However,
A line edit is more expensive than like Indie authors, there are
a proofread but looks for things many artists just starting out,
like consistency, style and plot, who will offer good deals to Indie
whilst a proofread checks for authors so that they can grow a
surface errors like spelling, portfolio. It shouldn’t be too
punctuation and formatting.
hard to find a skilled artist who
will create a professional cover
Many authors opt for a proofread
for £50. Take a look at a few
when what they really need is a
artists’ portfolios first, and select
line edit. This makes the proofone whose style matches your
read very difficult because the
book.
editor keeps stumbling on things
that should have been picked up Illustrations
in the line edit.
If you’re writing a novel for
If you can afford it then I highly adults then it’s unlikely that
recommend a line edit. However, you’ll need illustrations. Howeva proofread is the budget option.
er, if you’re writing a book for
children then illustrations could
Novels typically vary between make or break your book.
70,000 and 150,000 words and Obviously, younger children
editing costs vary too. Some relying more heavily on illustraeditors will ask to see your work tions than older children.
before providing a quote. Using
the following sample rates (£9.50 I recently wrote a book for 8-10
per 1,000 words and £5 per year olds. At first, I told myself
1,000 words) a line edit on a that I didn’t need illustrations
novel would cost £665-£1425 but I looked at other books for
and a proof read would cost £350 that age group and found that
-£750. Serious money if you they tended to have pictures at
don’t have it but, if you’re sitting the beginning of every chapter.
on a tasty redundancy sum or a After a frustrating phase of trying
minor inheritance, why not treat to draw my own illustrations, I
finally admitted that I needed a
your book to a spa session?
professional illustrator.
Cover Design
When I saw the final product
Indie book covers are of paramount importance. Your cover
doesn’t need to feature a 3D
spinning computer generated
flamenco dancer, but it does need
to look polished. It will be the
only thing that many readers see.

with its hilarious illustrations, I
knew I had made the right
decision.
It is impossible to provide a
quote for illustrations because
the figure depends on far too
many unknown factors. But do
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Budget
Line edit
£665-£,1425
Proofread
£350-£750
Cover
£0-£200
Illustrations £0-£1,000
Paperback
Proof copy
£10-£20
Distribution £20-£200
remember to consider whether
you will need graphics when
you’re planning your budget for
the book.
Costs Associated with Printon-Demand
Although most print-on-demand
services are free to set up, you
will probably find that the basic
package is not suitable for your
needs.
Firstly, most authors want a
proof copy so that they can check
their book before approving for
sale. It costs money to get a proof
copy. You have to pay the cost of
the book plus postage which, on
one copy, is likely to be high.
Secondly, having print copies is
only half the battle. You also
need distribution. Most services
include sale through their own
store but charge to distribute
further afield.
So, in summary, yes you can selfpublish for free but it’s preferable
to spend a few hundred pounds
on your manuscript first, and
don’t expect bumper royalty
payments straight away.

Olivia Wood
Editor, Copy Editor,
Proofreader
www.textmender.com
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EYE-CATCHING COVERS
Readers Explain Which Covers They Like and Why

Cover by Nicola Coffield - ncoffield.moonfruit.com
I was immediately attracted to the colours of the
sunset and the isolation that the tree depicted.
There was something soothing about the sky but at
the same time the darkness suggested at by the
starkness of the silhouetted foreground hinted at
something deeper and foreboding. To me, it was
the perfect hook to draw me and make me look
further. The picture perfectly hinted at a romance
with an edge.

Cover by author & Screen Candy - screencandy.co.uk
I like this cover because the composition is very good.
The model's eyes are arresting, the angle of the head is
great, but what really grabs the attention is the ghastly
tears in the picture. Very dramatic and makes the
potential reader ask, "Why?"
A very well thought out cover. It creeps me out
somewhat.
- Linda Gruchy, Essex (Author)

- Theresa Cutts, FBS Publishing

Cover by Todd Hebertson - bookcoverart.webs.com

Cover by John Amy - www.ebookdesigner.co.uk

The blues in this cover are especially striking,
particularly in contrast with the warm glow of the
fire. I like the way that the dragon rises up from the
mist, linking in with the title. Very eye-catching
indeed. I don’t usually go for fantasy novels but this
one has caught my interest.

This cover is not only eye-catching but perfectly
captures the tone of this historical mountain-climbing
adventure. The colours, the composition and the
artwork complement each other flawlessly. The artist
even uses one of my pet hates - white text against a
light background - yet pulls it off.

- Beth Kevern, Cornwall

- Rosen Trevithick, Devon
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Where to Discuss Indie Books
Forums and Groups for the Indie Book Lover
Do you want to join a book club?
Discuss the latest releases? Set
yourself reading challenges? Or
improve your writing?
Look no further than Kindle
Users Forum (KUF) and the UK
Amazon Kindle Forum (UKAKF)
on Goodreads.
Whilst neither forum exists
exclusively for the discussion of
Indie books, both have a strong
contingent of Indie authors and
readers. This is because the
Kindle platform is particularly
popular amongst Indie authors
due to its self-publishing merits.
UKAKF has a monthly book club
that offers four titles to choose
from, a comprehensive ‘Meet the

Authors’ section, recipes, writing
contests, special offers and
games.

KUF and UKAKF both produce
group books allowing their
authors to showcase their work.

KUF offers an expanding book
club, a
wide variety of discussions about writing and
publishing techniques, hordes of
information about the Kindle
device and some nifty tools for
authors such as a country
sensitive Amazon URL shortener.
It also sells advertising space.

If you want less of a Kindle focus
then Lou Wellman, founder of
KUF, recently launched nobooko,
a group for Nook and Kobo users.

Both forums have a positive
outlook on Indie books and are
welcoming to authors. Amazon’s
own forum is unmoderated and
has a reputation for being
particularly
prickly
towards
Indies.
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Warning - online reading forums
are highly addictive. Join at your
own risk!

UKAKF: tinyurl.com/UKAKF
KUF: www.kuforum.co.uk
URL Shortener: AuthL.it
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Interview With Lou Wellman
The founder of the Kindle Users Forum
Talks Group Books, Indies and Freebies
As previously mentioned, the
Kindle Users Forum is one of the
UK’s most popular hangouts for
both readers and writers of
Indie books. It was founded in
2010 by a Kindle enthusiast, Lou
Wellman. He’s currently busy on
forum upgrades but we’ve been
fortunate enough to grab an
exclusive interview.
What are the three most
popular uses for KUF?
So far, probably the biggest draw
to both the Kindle and KUF has
been the promise of free eBooks;
I don’t think anyone in the world
can resist a good freebie. Sadly,
this may all be set to change now
that Amazon are applying the
clamps to anyone who promotes
free books. It’s too early to tell
what impact this may have for
webmasters, the Kindle and Indie
authors, as the success of all
three has been driven largely by
the sheer volume of free reads. As
ever though, KUF will roll with
the punches and adapt to reader
and author needs.
The most talked about aspect of
KUF is the way that readers and
authors can interact with each

other. There are very few places
left now where both parties are
welcomed equally. Making the
site good for both readers and
authors has always been a
number-one priority and so we
do dedicate a fair portion of the
website to areas for authors to
interact with readers, discuss the
art of being a successful author
and also to gently promote their
work. Features like the ability to
include written books on your
profile have also been well
received. In the past, we’ve also
had a few live online chats hosted
by authors that have been very
informative. Time permitting, I’d

Summer Shorts
By Daphne Coleridge, Cecilia Peartree,
Rosen Trevithick, David Wailing, Lou
Wellman and Lynda Wilcox
Six short fiction stories which explore the
light and dark sides of summer.
Published by Kindle Users Forum.
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like to instigate a more frequent
schedule for these so stay tuned.
Many of our visitors arrive at
KUF looking for answers to
problems they have with their
Kindle. We can’t always provide a
solution, but more often than not
one
of
our
well-informed
members will come up with a
resolution and so, many people
go away happy at having fixed
their Kindle. Amazon’s support is
generally
quite
good,
but
sometimes it’s difficult to deal
with the person at the call centre
and so many find it easier to drop
in a quick post without having to
wait around on the phone. Plus, I
often think that our members
know more about the Kindle than
Amazon do themselves.
It's a forum about Kindles,
not a forum specifically for
Indie books, but in what way
do Indie books shape the
website?
Many of our oldest members are
Indie authors, some of whom
have seen huge success with their
Kindle novels over the past few
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years, so I think they have been
fundamental in the way KUF has
evolved. Sometimes it can be
hard to keep a balance as by their
very nature, writers tend to be
more verbose and post more
frequently, but on the whole we
do all we can to maintain an even
keel between readers and
authors. Plus, let’s not forget that
authors are readers too.

schedule, but they really have
been great fun and a good way
for our members to introduce
themselves to the works of some
of the Indies who frequent the
forum. I am looking forward to
arranging a few more of these in
the near future.
Do
you
envisage
KUF
changing over the coming
months? If so, how?

As it happens, I am
“Suddenly a whole new currently
working day
and night on some major
world of undiscovered and long-overdue improve
-ments to the forum. These
authors was opened.˝ focus
particularly on how
When KUF first launched
alongside the Kindle in the UK,
for many people, it was their first
taste of the world beyond their
local bookshop. Suddenly a
whole new world of undiscovered
authors was opened to them and
so, looking back, one of our most
memorable moments was when
we launched the book club and
together read Remix by Lexi
Revellian. I believe that book was
responsible for quite a few people
opening their hearts to Kindle
Indies. Indie authors are as
essential to KUF as the Kindle
itself; they are like the beating
heart at the centre of the forum.

easy it is to use – from making
sure that the site runs brilliantly
on mobile devices and Kindle
browsers to helping Indies
change their signatures. Because
KUF covers such a huge range of
topics, and more so since the
launch of the Kindle Fire, the
navigation has become a bit
unwieldy. More and more
content has been added and this
has made it a little daunting for
first-timers. Hopefully this will
all be resolved in the update.
There are also a few great
new features planned that
our members should like.

Lou Wellman
www.kuforum.co.uk
Lou is the founder of the
Kindle Users Forum, which he
continues to administer.
He loves reading, particularly
fantasy and horror and is
starting to enjoy writing just as
much.
He has travelled and seen a lot
of the world, particularly south
-east Asia and he hopes to
share some of these
experiences in his writing.

parachute jump from 15,000 feet
in spring.

“There are also a few
great new features
planned that our members
should like.˝

Tell us more about KUF
group books?

What do you do
when you're not
running KUF?

Well, we’ve written a few
anthologies over the past couple
of years. These started as a bit of
fun for Halloween with authors
contributing their scary stories
(something I love). I have even
contributed several shorts myself
without
any
embarrassing
consequences for a novice. After
the Halloween books we went on
to collaborate on Hearts and
Arrows and another interesting
foray, Summer Shorts. The
difficult bit has always been
organising the anthologies as
everyone has such a hectic

I’m thinking about KUF an awful
lot all the time, but when I do
manage to switch off, there’s
nothing I love more than a great
book to read or a good film to
watch. Aside from the day-to-day
things though, what I love most
is adventure. I think when you
reach my age (41), you need to
keep yourself on your toes,
otherwise the daily grind can
really start to get you down. I
have an exciting trip to India
planned soon and have somehow
found myself agreeing to do a
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Another thing that I’ve really
enjoyed is writing. It’s only been
short stories so far, but I would
love to be able to spend more
time just sitting down and
bringing some of the ideas I have
to life. The problem is that it’s
always so easy to put writing on
the back burner in order to take
care of everything else that eats
away at your time (damn those
Langoliers). I did say to myself
on new year’s day that I would
try to do more writing in 2013 so
we shall see.
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Don't Give Up the Day Job
Juggling Employment and Indie Publishing
By L K Jay

get around and rummage in bins
for food.

Shh! I’m going to talk about
something unmentionable. It’s
something we all have to do but
we don’t really like to talk about
it. Is it the washing up? No,
that’s what dishwashers are for.
Is it going to the toilet? Not
according to Andrex’s latest
advert. Is it sex? Of course not.
Erotica is a massive seller on
Amazon, although I’m not
entirely sure that grey is the best
colour to choose when writing
soft porn but hey, E L James has
sold more novels than me so who
am I to criticise.

The simple fact is that unless you
make the big time, authors need
to pay the bills and that means
having a job. Having an understanding spouse is a bonus so you
only have to work part-time, but
that can be as elusive as reaching
#1 in the Amazon charts. The
current economic climate means
that publishing deals are like gold
dust; unfortunately, jobs can be
as well and we have to keep on
working if we want to keep our
heads above water. This can
mean
long
hours
and
increasingly demanding bosses,
and this can restrict the time you
spend doing what you like best,
writing.

It’s making money.
You see, although we all have
dreams of making as much dosh
as J. K. Rowling, last month I
made the grand total of £34.71
from my Amazon sales. Not that
I’m complaining, I appreciate it
and it will keep me in giant
chocolate buttons for a while, but
I don’t think the Inland Revenue
will be hunting me down anytime
soon. The plain fact is, as much
as I would love to write full-time,
I can’t afford it as I like having a
flat, owning a car and eating
every day. So I have something
called a job because otherwise I
would have to live in a cardboard
box, use a supermarket trolley to

Making Time
While you’re doing your job, you
need to keep in mind that you are
still a writer. If you want to do it,
then you have to make time.
That means making a routine
and one you will need to stick to.
You won’t be able to spend all
your time writing but to be
honest, when you do have a day
off, do you actually spend the
entire time working on your
novel? I bet you don’t. There can
be a lot of procrastinating when
you’ve got too much time on your
hands, and so having a job can

actually make you focus more
and manage your time in a way
that means you actually become
very productive.
Set a time and a realistic word
limit and stick to it. Don’t feel
guilty if you can’t exceed it, a
little every day is better than
nothing and you’ll be surprised
how quickly it grows. When you
come home from work, or
whenever your favourite writing
time is, you can relish the time
you spend working on your novel
and make sure you get the job
done. And there’s nothing more
satisfying than continuing your
writing, despite having to work,
rather than instead of it.
I asked another Indie writer,
Lacey Dearie, author of The
Tangled Web, how she combined
work, being a parent and writing.
“With difficulty! I'm lucky that
my husband helps out but some
days the writing just doesn't
happen. I set aside an hour or so
on the days that I'm not working,
while my son is napping and on
the days that I work I scribble
notes during lunch breaks…”
So setting up a routine is key,
everyone’s will be different,
depending on how demanding
your job is and whether you have
a family, but if you want to write
then you’ll find time to squeeze it
in.
Be Careful of Your Identity

The Little Camera
By L K Jay
Fifteen year old Ryan is in trouble but he
has no idea how much.
With Ryan’s older brother Reece in prison,
Ryan has nobody to stop him from getting
further involved in the exciting gang-life
that Jamal offers.
Until he meets the elderly Mr Jedras...
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Another issue that you must be
careful of is your identity. I have
to write under a pen name as my
job as a public servant restricts
what I can do outside of work.
Hence the pseudonym and the
reluctance to use a normal
picture of myself – the cartooned
picture of me is me, but it isn’t at
the same time. Well at least the
cartoon image of me won’t age.
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Honestly, you’d think I worked
for MI5; I can assure you it isn’t
as exciting as that.
This is
something you do have to be
careful of though, and why you
need to make subtle enquiries as
to how your employer may react
if they find out you not only
write, but self-publish as well.
I asked K.J. Bennett, author of
Rathbone Kydd, and retired
Metropolitan Police officer, about
any restrictions he had placed on
his writing activities. “I was not
permitted to mention that I was a
serving police officer, as that
could be seen as me using my
position to sell books, and I was
allowed to write for no more than
16 hours a month! Well, I
complied with the first condition,
but I never ‘clocked-on’ to
establish how many hours a
month I was writing.”
Social Media
Most companies are cagey about
their employees using social
media, which is another reason
to use a pen name. This is why I
have my blog and Twitter
account under my pen name and
a separate Facebook account for
my novel The Ghost Hunters

Club. Just to be on the safe side,
keep your writing life separate
from your working life – I think
of it as like having an affair. If
you don’t want to get caught, use
your head and cover your tracks.
Hopefully, you won’t have that
issue and your colleagues and
bosses will find your writing
interesting and possibly an asset
– one would hope so – but a lot
of employers can be short sighted
about their employees. So before
you click “publish” on either
Amazon or your blog, think
before you use your real name.
My tips for those writers who
have to work full-time.
a) Give yourself a realistic word
count each day and stick to it –
little but often is best.
b) Find time to write and make
this part of your daily routine –
half an hour is better than
nothing.
c) Be careful of your identity. If
you’re unsure of your employer’s
reaction, use a pen name.
d) Keep your writing social media
separate to your personal/work
use.

L K Jay
lkjaywriter.blogspot.co.uk

L K Jay is an author and keen
martial artist.
She first started writing fiction
during the summer holidays in
2009 whilst working in
education.
Prior to that, she wrote for
martial arts websites and
magazines interviewing some
of the country's most
prominent martial artists.
However, she made the switch
over to fiction after several
hundred articles and having
many ideas for fiction she
wanted to explore.

How to Protect Your Secret Author Alter Ego
By day you’re a carer called Bob
but by night you’re an erotica
writer called Esmeralda Fork.
How do you make sure that Bob
and Esmeralda never cross
paths?
1. Use Two Web Browsers
You’re just about to leave a
comment on a health blog about
catheters when you realise, to
your horror, that you are logged
in as your bonkbuster alter ego.
It’s only a matter of time before
you accidentally post something
Bob-like under your heavingbosom-loving persona. To get
around this, install two web
browsers. For example, use

Firefox for Bob and Chrome for
Esmeralda. That way, you won’t
have to keep logging in and out.
2. Resist the Urge to Brag
So, your BDSM romp got to
number 12 in cucumber-themed
erotic novellas. It’s like a dream
come true. And what do people
do when they realise their life’s
ambitions? They share.
Big
mistake.
The
more
successful Esmeralda is, the
more harm your secret erotica
career could have on your day
job. Celebrate with online friends
and get the whooping out of your
system before your next bed pan
change.
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3. Invent a Background
You’ve chosen a new name for
your author persona, so why not
invent a background too?
Although you may be tempted to
err on the side of honesty,
there’s nothing to be gained by
writing a biog that says
“Esmeralda went to an all boys’
school in the 60s. She enjoys
football,
classic
cars
and
trimming her moustache.”
4. Use a Drawing
No matter how tempting it may
be, Esmeralda's profile picture
should be an artist’s impression,
like L K Jay’s, and not a photo of
your good self in drag.
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A Short Story
Light-hearted romance
about a girl whose date takes
an unexpected turn.
By Claire Williams
Amber sat behind the desk of the
Bureau de Change, waiting for
her next customer and trying not
to look bored. It was a quiet
period in the calendar; people
may book holidays all year
round, but they usually didn’t
purchase their foreign currency
until just before they departed
and not many holidaymakers
went away in January, unless it
was to experience summer in the
Antipodes. She also had nobody
to talk to, the management of
Johnson & Fielding having
decreed that the counter should
be single staffed in the off-peak
season, so she could only sit
there and think about what she
would be doing after her shift
had finished at 4.30.
Her evenings were often
spent in front of the telly since
she had split up with Ivan two
months ago, but tonight she had
arranged a night out with her
friends Demi and Vicky. True, it
was her turn to be the designated
driver meaning she would be
indulging in nothing stronger

than a Diet Coke, but at least that
meant she would have a clear
head when her shift started at
8.30 the next morning. As a
teenager straight out of school
she had discovered the perils of
getting drunk the night before a
working day and now, at the age
of 22, she liked to think she could
handle her drinking responsibly.
Usually.
A customer was approaching
at last. A young man, aged 24 or
25 Amber guessed, and rather
good looking. She was glad that
Lara was not sitting next to her
or she would have been making
crude remarks about not kicking
him out of her bed. She smiled at
him, exposing her perfect teeth,
and looked straight into his hazel
eyes. “Can I help you?” she asked
as he reached the counter.
The question prompted
another question in response.
“Can you change some currency
back for me? US dollars.”
“Of course. How much do
you have?”
He had very little, barely
enough to make the transaction
worthwhile. The only notes he
produced were a ten and two
fives. “I’m afraid we can’t change
the coins,” Amber informed him,
looking at the mixture of
quarters, dimes, nickels and
pennies. “Would you like to
donate them to charity?”

Adventures in
Potty Training
By Claire Williams
Neighbours and best friends, Kirsty and
Diane, decide to begin potty training their
children on the same day. Conjuring up toilets
at a moment’s notice and dealing with soiled
underwear and wet beds seem child’s play
compared with their tangled personal lives.
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The man agreed and Amber
dropped the change into the
signal red collecting box, where
they joined the assorted coinage
from around the world.
“Is there anything else I can
help you with?” Amber asked.
The question was mandatory, but
for once she didn’t mind asking.
As she stared at the perfectly
formed features of his face she
was almost willing him to ask
about the store’s travel insurance
or cashback credit card.
“Not unless you’d like to go
out with me,” he replied.
Amber smiled and looked
down,
hoping
she
wasn’t
blushing. He wasn’t the first
customer to ask her out, but he
was probably the best looking.
“That wasn’t a joke,” he said
when she didn’t reply. “If you’re
free and single I’d like to go out
for a drink with you.”
“On a date?”
“If you want to call it that.”
“I don’t even know your
name.”
“It’s Simon.”
“I’m Amber.”
“I know.” He pointed. ‘It’s
on your name badge. Not that
I’ve been staring at your chest.’
Amber grinned. For once
she wouldn’t have minded if he
had. “Why not? It’s been a while
since a man bought me a drink.”
“Great.
Are you free
tonight?”
“I’m going out with a couple
of friends tonight.” She was
ready to add, “But I could
cancel.”
Simon, however, did not
seem put out by this prior
engagement. “Tomorrow night?”
Amber nodded. “I’m free
tomorrow.”
“Tomorrow it is.
Would
eight o’clock in the Earl of Oxford
suit you?”
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Amber glanced at the time on her
phone and saw that it was now
8.17. Had she been stood up?
She was seated at a table near the
bar that gave her a good view of
the only entrance into the Earl of
Oxford and she had not seen
Simon walk through that door in
the half hour she’d been nursing
her glass of dry white wine. She
looked down at her phone again,
wondering why she hadn’t asked
Simon for his number when the
arrangements had been made.
Or, for that matter, why he hadn’t
asked for hers.
“Excuse
me,
are
you
Amber?” asked a male voice.
She looked up from the
phone at the man who had
spoken. A young man, probably
about Simon’s age but with none
of his looks. His face was still not
clear of the blight of teenage
acne, nor had it lost all of its
puppy fat. And what had he been
thinking when he’d chosen those
glasses? “Yes, I’m Amber.” As he
took a seat opposite her she
added,
“I’m
waiting
for
someone.”

was trying to compensate for her
date’s non-appearance, but she
did not fancy looking at him
across a restaurant table for a
couple of hours. If she had to
spend the evening with him she
would prefer it to be in a
darkened atmosphere.
“I’d
rather go to the cinema. We
could go to see the new Bruce
Willis film. And get some nachos
to take in with us.”
“The cinema?”
Oliver
appeared worried for a moment
but the look soon passed. “Okay,
Bruce Willis it is. Now, it’s about
time I bought you a drink, and
myself too. What’s your tipple?”
***
It had been a surprisingly
pleasant
evening,
Amber
decided, as she and Oliver left
one of the mulitplex’s ten
auditoria. Her substitute date
had
been
good
company,
listening to her while she told
him a bit about herself and
reciprocating with some of his
life story as they had chatted in
the pub and while they waited for
the film to begin.
She had
enjoyed the picture and she had
not minded when Oliver had
squeezed her hand. He had
behaved
like
a
perfect
gentleman throughout and she
found herself hoping that she and
Simon could go on double dates
with Oliver if he found a
girlfriend of his own. And then
she got a shock.
“That’s
Simon,”
she
exclaimed as she saw a couple
emerging from one of the
cinema’s other screens. Amber
immediately noticed two things
about the man who had asked
her out yesterday: firstly he
seemed to have made a
remarkable recovery from the
virus which had laid him low,
and secondly he had his arm
around the shoulder of an
attractive blonde. Amber stared
at them, and then she stared at
Oliver.
“I’d hoped you wouldn’t see
them,” he said, looking distinctly
uncomfortable.
“Their
film
started before ours, so I’d hoped

“Would you mind
telling me what the
hell is going on?’˝
“I know, you’re waiting for
Simon. I’m afraid he can’t make
it, he’s come down with some
virus, can’t leave the house. I’m
Oliver, a friend of his. He asked
me to come and apologise to you
as he forgot to ask for your
mobile number.”
“Oh, I see.” Amber tried to
hide her disappointment. ‘Well, I
hope he soon feels better.’
“I’m sure he’ll be back on his
feet again in a day or two. Look
Amber, he feels really bad about
letting you down, so he’s asked
me if I could entertain you
instead. He’s given me some
cash to spend, enough for a few
drinks, dinner at a nice
restaurant and your taxi fare
home. What do you say?”
Amber knew it would be
rude to turn him down when he
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Claire Williams
www.bigredsock.com
Claire graduated from De
Montfort University with a BA
in Education Studies and
History. She enjoys reading,
especially on the Kindle;
writing; theatre; cinema. Claire
has enjoyed doing voluntary
work with children in primary
schools and a day nursery.

it would finish earlier as well. It
must have been a longer film.”
Amber could not believe
what she was hearing.
This
whole evening had clearly been
an elaborate attempt to make her
look foolish. “Oliver,” she began,
just managing to control her fury,
“would you mind telling me what
the hell is going on?”
***
“Happy anniversary,” said Simon
as he, Carole, Oliver and Amber
clinked their glasses together.
“I can’t believe it’s a whole
year since our first date,” said
Amber as she sipped her bubbly.
“Since you almost stormed
out of the cinema in a rage, you
mean?” said Oliver, winking at
Simon and Carole sitting across
the table.
“Well, if you’d have had the
courage to ask me out yourself
instead of getting your handsome
friend to do it…”
“And would you have gone
out with me if I had?”
“I don’t know, but I’m glad I
did,” replied Amber, before
pulling him towards her for a kiss
while Simon and his wife looked
on and smiled.
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Overcoming Writer’s Doubt
How to Keep Going When Your Work
Feels like a Steaming Pile of Pants
By D. E. M. Emrys
Have you ever thought that your
writing was not good enough to
share? Have you given up on a
story because it was 'just not
good enough'? Have you ever put
down the pen before picking it up
because you were scared of what
might come out? Then this article
is for you!
Writer’s Doubt a.k.a. Terminal
Teminitus - if Webster were to
define it, the following would be
noted in the dictionary:

Writer’s Doubt
(latin: Terminal Terminitus,
Scribblius Maximus Gettius
Nowhereius).
A condition affecting writers
in which they deem their
work of too low a value to
continue or start. Symptoms
include cold sweats, tummy
aches, head pains, nausea,
nose bleeds, broken pens,
smashed laptops, frayed
wits, and sometimes death
(by stray paperclip).

Here are some points to consider
to help alleviate Writer’s Doubt.
Play the Field
Don't just stick to one genre. Mix
it up. Discover new things with
other works. Find a new

It Began With Ashes
By D.E.M. Emrys
Wroge has not seen war for twelve years,
not since the Arneuton invasion. The
Arneut rule, the Keltir serve, and the
Vikir and Narz remain in exile. The
blood of four races belongs to the earth
of one land.
But what if blood was to run again?
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audience. This will help prevent
you from typecasting yourself to
a single genre. Just write
whatever. Me? I'm a heroicfantasy writer at heart, but I
dabble in sci-fi to clear the
cobwebs (and trust me, these
cobwebs are spun by writer’s
doubt,
and
they
smell
suspiciously of a toilet!), and
'adult' themes for my fiancée
(secret's out now!).
Don't Put Yourself Under
Undue Pressure
No, it doesn’t have to be a genre
breaker. No, it doesn’t have to
outsell the Bible. No, it doesn’t
have to be bigger than The
Hobbit (not literally… well,
depending on how thick the book
is, and how tall your average
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hobbit is). Your chances of
writing 'the next big thing' are
slim so don’t put yourself under
undue pressure. Don't set out to
top the pile, set out to write a
good story.

Writer's Block, but arguably
harder to overcome. You aren't
just questioning the writing,
you're questioning yourself.
Listen to Lovers, not Haters.
Ignore those that you have
no hope of winning over –
if you fight for their
approval, you might end
up losing your current
readers/friends/fans.
Write to please, not appease.

“Allow yourself to
write badly once in
a while.˝
Write, Don't Publish.
Enjoy What You Write

They’re your thoughts and ideas.
If you aren't enjoying them,
change them. More often than
not, as writers we write what we
want to read. If you don’t want to
read it, then who will? Readers
are like animals – they can sense
your fear! If there is even an
inkling of waver in your writing
then they’ll go for the kill (a.k.a.
scream and throw the book
across the room before vowing to
never eat cheese before bed time
– or something of a similar
extremity).
You're Not the Only One
Everyone suffers with it at one
point or another. I get Writer’s
Doubt and so do thousands of
others. Bestselling authors are
struck dumb with it all the time.
It's as prevalent as its cousin,

D. E. M. Emrys
written-with-a-sword.blogspot.co.uk

Be a writer, not an author. Think
about it. If you follow the current
‘market trend’ of the publishing
world, you’d have a story
debating whether the pregnant
Princess is a Barbie clotheshorse,
or does she carry the unborn
child of a vampire, conceived
during a union involving chains,
whips, biting, and fifty shades of
hobbit-haired feet.

Soldier by day. Soldier by
night. Writer in between.
Growing up with the heroic
tales of David Gemmell, D
was inspired to write stories
of his own from a young age.
D lives with his fiancée in
Chelmsford, Essex.
David Emrys is not his real
name. Nor is D.

Remember, you can always go
back and redraft your story
before self-publishing it or
sending it to an agent.

No writers were
harmed
in
the
making
of
this
article - though
there was a close
call
involving
a
stray paperclip.

The best way to get over Writer's
Doubt? Allow yourself to write
badly once in a while. Have a
guilty pleasure folder where you
stow your abominations. Who
knows, those monstrosities might
one day pull a Frankenstein and
lumber into greatness.

How to Love Your Inner Author
Writer’s Doubt is easier to quash
if you feel like a bestselling
author. So what if you haven’t
written as much as a drabble in
three years? You can still talk
the talk and walk the walk.
1. Practice Leaning on Your Fist

Bestselling
authors
are
commonly photographed with
their elbow on a surface, off
camera, and their chin resting on
their fist. Find an invisible table,
position your elbow and smile
directly ahead of you. Feel like a
bestseller yet?

2. Buy a New Frock

There’s nothing like a new outfit
to make you feel good about
yourself. Pick something that
makes you feel like the author
you want to be. If you’re a horror
writer consider a crushed velvet
corset.
For
romance,
try
something floral that floats in the
breeze.
3. Dole Out Some Free Advice

Offering advice on writing can
make you feel really special. Pop
along to an online forum and tell
a newbie how it’s done. This
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might not win you any friends but
the sense of superiority will stay
with you for the rest of the day.
4. Stage a Photo Shoot

Bestselling authors are often
pictured in front of a wall of
bookshop logos, holding a copy
of their latest novel? Well, you
don’t have to do a major book
signing to stand in front of a few
sheets of repetitive wallpaper
with a grin on your chops. Get
some colour photocopies of your
last book cover, fix them to a
wall, slap on some lippy and ask
a friend to take some snaps.
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A Short Story
The misfits in a local writers’
group come up with an
‘ingenious’ plan to harness
their talents.
By Rosen Trevithick
“Surfing.
A horse flops.
Gone. Gone. Gone.”
And then Dylan said the
words the rest of his writers’
group dreaded to hear. “So, what
does my poem mean to you?”
“Er…” stuttered Karen.
“Um…” stumbled Tim.
“Is it about the seasons?”
asked Sian, smiling attractively in
case she was wrong. Sian, 25,
checked her choppy red hair in
the window to make sure that she
was suitably groomed for
defusing a situation.
“No! It’s about terminal
cancer, obviously!” he snapped,
gurning. Dylan, 32, was a morose
vegetarian with a dislike of life
and an even more negative
outlook on death.
There was a stony silence.
Eventually,
Tim
was
generous enough to change the
subject.
“I’m
thinking
of
becoming a novelist.”
This revelation did nothing
to break the quiet. It wasn’t that

Tim couldn’t write, it was just
that he didn’t. For months now,
he’d been turning up with
screenshots of viral Facebook
posts and reading them in
amusing accents. Tim, 46, liked
film trailer parodies, writing
funny press releases and talking.
“The only problem is, I can
never finish anything.”
The rest were glad he said it.
“But you’d be great at
marketing it,” Karen told him,
kindly. Karen, 39, was an expat a Cornish patriot in Devon.
“I often think the same,”
said Sian. “I’d like to be a novelist
but I just don’t have any ideas.”
“You’re a great editor
though,” Karen pointed out. “I
wish I could spot typos like you
can.”
“I am a novelist,” said Dylan,
referring to the first 20,000
words of his heartfelt trilogy
about a dead baby. “I just
don’t have time to put my
work out there.”
“I know what you mean,”
agreed Karen. “When I get in
from work most of the day has
gone. Besides, after teaching
noisy children for eight hours,
the last thing I want to do is write
for them.”
“They say self-publishing is
the thing to do but I don’t know
how anybody has time to write a
novel and make a cover and edit

it and promote it…” admitted
Dylan.
“They probably don’t,” said
Tim. He did his trademark
trembling head laugh to show
that he was about to make a
remark that could be described
as mildly witty. “Each Indie
author is probably about twenty
people all working together
under a common alias.”
Nobody thought it was
worth a head laugh.
However, Karen looked at
Sian, who could edit, Sian looked
at Dylan, who could draw, Dylan
looked at Tim, who could do web
design, Tim looked at Karen, who
could write. At exactly the same
time, it dawned on them all.
“We’ve got to become an
author!” cried Karen.
“I’ll promote!” announced
Tim.
“And I’ll edit!” chuckled
Sian.
“And I’ll write,” added
Dylan.

“We can’t publish your
slapstick humour one
minute and Dylan’s suicide
fiction the next.

Seesaw
By Rosen Trevithick
So called because of its alternation
between laugh out loud comedies and
more sinister, psychological
tales, Seesaw showcases some of Rosen's
most loved shorts, alongside some
previously unpublished bite-sized tales.
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The others looked at him
with raised eyebrows. He wasn’t
a bad writer, just incapable of
producing
anything
even
remotely cheery. Bipolar disorder
wasn’t just an illness to him; it
was an entire lifestyle.
“Perhaps we could take it in
turns to write,” suggested Karen,
politely.
“Hardly!” laughed Sian. “We
can’t publish your slapstick
humour one minute and Dylan’s
suicide fiction the next. Readers
won’t know whether they’re
coming or going.”
“My work moves people!”
protested Dylan.
“So does mine!” snapped
Karen.
“Calm down,” said Tim, “I’m
sure we can pass as an author
who can write both styles.”
“Can’t be done,” said Dylan,
folding his arms.
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Changing the subject, Tim
pointed out, “We need a face.”
“A what?”
“Somebody to pose for the
website
and
appear
in
promotional photos.”
“Well, me,” said Sian, as if it
were self-evident.
“Why necessarily you?”
asked Dylan, outraged.
“I’m the hottest. I mean no
offence. It’s just a natural
product of being the youngest.”
“Nobody would trust a teen
author,” replied Dylan.
“I’m twenty-five.”
“And you’re ginger. Do we
really want a ginger ‘face’?”
“I would volunteer,” said
Karen, “But being a teacher, I
need to guard my reputation with
care.” She knew that she lacked
Sian’s carefree sparkle but
couldn’t give the irritating minx
the satisfaction of admitting such
a thing.
“Nobody wants to look at
muggins here,” said Tim. He
couldn’t entirely remember the
last time he’d had his photograph
taken.
“What about me?” asked
Dylan. “I really don’t think that
Sian’s face represents the kind of
sophisticated, literary prose that
I intend to publish.”

“Depends what sort of
personality we give her.”
“Her? Why does it have to be
a her?”
“All those in favour of Sian
being ‘the face’?” motioned Tim,
raising an appreciative hand.
Sian’s arm shot up. Karen
reluctantly followed suit.
“Fine,” conceded Dylan.
“But she’s being vegetarian. I
can’t write as a carnivore.”
There were no objections.
“And, I want her to be
bipolar. I need to be represented.”
“That’s a good idea – adds
that human interest angle.”
“Er! Excuse me. It’s a
debilitating illness, not an
‘angle’.”
“We do have to think about
this like business people,”
admitted Karen. “We need our
author to share our most
interesting characteristics.”
“She needs to share my love
of boots!” cried Sian.
“Why?”
“I’ve got wonky ankles.”
“We all like cats, don’t we?
Let’s make her cat mad.”
“Obviously, she went to
Oxford,” said Tim.
“Tim, none of us went to
Oxford.”
“We’re faking a person.
Surely we can be creative in
the education department.”
Karen began to look green.
“What’s the matter?”
“I don’t know about this.
What if we get caught?”
“How will we get caught?
We’ll self-publish books online.
There will be no need to go to any
meetings, no need to do any
readings,” Tim explained.
“But what if we do need to
attend a function? What if we win
an award?”
They all wobbled with
excitement at the thought.
“Then we’ll send Sian.”
“Why should Sian get all the
glory?”
“Um, excuse me! Being the
face of a famous author won’t be
easy for me. When I think of all
the attention I’ll have to fend
off…”

“This is a really bad idea.
Probably the worst idea
we’ve ever had.˝
“Perhaps we should start
with one of Karen’s…” offered
Sian.
“I don’t think we should
start with a kids’ book,” said Tim,
already wearing his marketing
hat. “eBooks are much more
popular among adults.”
“I don’t only write for
children,” Karen reminded him.
“Although, I would like to publish
some of my children’s fiction
eventually.”
“Ridiculous!” sneered Dylan.
“An author who publishes
comedy, gritty psychological
thrillers and children’s books.
That’s a branding nightmare.”
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Rosen Trevithick
rosentrevithick.co.uk
Rosen is an author of fiction for
both children and adults.
She loves wild swimming,
mountain biking, interesting
boots, quiffs, 'sampling'
chocolate and cooking tasty
treats.
Karen watched Sian twiddle
her hair, and wondered if she
could be trusted to be a
figurehead for her work. Without
Tim’s promotional skills, Sian’s
editing and Dylan’s artwork,
Karen would never have time to
realise her life’s dream to publish
a novel. Still, Sian might be a dab
hand with typos but certainly
wasn’t intelligent enough to blag
it as an Oxford graduate.
“This is a really bad idea.
Probably the worst idea we’ve
ever had. There’s no way that the
four of us could pull off being a
single author. I don’t feel even
remotely represented by this
character and yet we’re talking
about using her to sell my work.
We’ll get caught and it will ruin
all our reputations. I’ll never
write again! So, let’s be sensible
and admit, once and for all, that
four people posing as one author
just won’t work.”
“She could be Cornish.”
“Oh, that sounds better.
Sold.”
“I’ve got an idea for the
name!” said Tim, excitedly. “Rose
Turkey.”
“Hmm, it doesn’t quite work
but I think we’re close.”
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Readers Answer Each Other’s Questions
Which Domain Name?

Pronouns For Gender Neutral
Character
I have a character who doesn’t define as either sex.
The character accepts that there are two separate
genders but believes that neither apply on a
personal level. What pronouns should I use for the
character? Neither ‘he’ nor ‘she’ is relevant, ‘they’
sounds clumsy and ‘it’ is just insulting.

I need to set up a website for my work. I’m a Welsh
author writing as Myfanwy Yandle. My debut novel
will be called ‘Sparks in a Lonely Kettle’. My writing
and editing business is called ‘Words of a Feather’.
What is the most suitable domain name and
extension? And should I hyphenate or run the
words together?

Jenna, Cornwall (Architect / Author)

Myfanwy Yandle, Cardiff (Author / Editor)

Shahe (she/he); Shem (her/him)-- Shahe is
the pronoun that I came up with for a genderneutral deity. I don't think my religious friends
who are adamant that God is a man were
impressed though.

I would think about setting up two websites,
one for your writing, and the other for your
editing services. This is because you mainly
want to bring readers to your author website,
and authors or others seeking editors to your
editing site.

George Hamilton, London (Author)

Hir is a generally accepted term among groups
who embrace multi-gender identification.
Adam Summers, Bedford

There are a number of alternatives. You could
write it entirely in the first person and use I,
me or myself. Or, you could choose to refer to
the character only by their given name.
Alternatively, there are a number of accepted
‘invented pronouns’ such as Spivak pronouns
for example. However, there are a great many
to choose from and if you select this route, I
would suggest researching which of these
pronouns fits with your character the best.
David Haynes, Derbyshire (Author)

Got a question?
Or anything to add to these
discussions?
Email admin@indie-book-bargains.co.uk

For the author website I would use your name
(not the advice I followed as I was pretty green
back then), without a hyphen, but with the
surname starting with a capital. Your name is
unique, and so readers inserting that into a
search engine will most likely find your web
page near the top of the first page.
In addition, if you set up a Facebook account, I
would use your name for both your profile and
your author page, possibly with author added
at the end of the name for the page (again
advice which I did not follow when I set up).
This is because if someone finds your profile
on Facebook and wants to like your author
page, if it has a very different name, they may
have difficulty finding it. I would also go for
a .com extension as it is still the most
recognised internationally, and of course,
your novel is going to be an international
success. So your author web address would
look like this: http://MyfanwyYandle.com.
For the editing website, I would stick with the
business name. The name is part of marketing
your business, and any opportunity to use it
should be used - note that Amazon and other
major companies do not use a different name
in their web addresses for good reason. So the
editing web address would look like this:
http://WordsofaFeather.com.
George Hamilton, London (Author)
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Happy Ending or Bittersweet?
I’m writing an epic historical thriller and my
original intention was to kill my protagonist at the
end - he’s completed his journey so his story is
over. It’s a nice round ending.
However, now that I’ve come to writing the last
chapter, I’m losing my bottle. Perhaps by killing my
hero, readers will feel short changed.
How do you feel when a protagonist gets the chop
at the end of a long read?
Jenny Jones, London (Author)
It varies enormously from book to book.
Sometimes an unhappy ending can be
distressing but I go away with a sense that a
book has reached its inevitable conclusion. At
other times, an unhappy ending can make me
feel robbed. I think it’s more important for
your story’s conclusion to be tidy than it is for
it to be uplifting.
Only you know your story and how it would
work best. I certainly wouldn’t sacrifice plot
just to avoid making a few readers a bit weepy.
He’s just a character, after all.
Sharon, Devon (Receptionist)

How to Reach My Favourite Authors
I just read and enjoyed The Ghost Of Mandy
Rosental by JS Egan and would love to talk to him
about one of the issues dealt with in the book. Do
Indie authors welcome unsolicited letters from
their readers and if so, how do I contact him?

I’m a sucker for happy endings but it depends on
the genre of the book.
If I was reading a chick flick novel then a sad
ending would have me banging my fists on the
pages in anger.
However, historical books often have unhappy
endings, generally through necessity.
Most
historical figures are now dead and if an author
wrote that Napoleon was alive and living in a
council estate in Bromwich, I’d want to know
why.
Nigel, Cardiff (Taxi Driver)

DRABBLE (Hundred Word Fiction)

Jane, London (Teacher)
I can’t speak for JS Egan but, as an Indie
author myself, I can assure you that many of us
love hearing from readers. As long as you
accept that authors are very busy people and
might not reply, then there’s no harm in
sending a brief, tentative message. Most
authors have websites containing email
addresses or contact forms. Goodreads is
another appropriate way of approaching an
Indie author. Keep your message brief, avoid
proposing marriage, and see what happens.
Rosen Trevithick, Devon (Author)
When I get emails about my books I feel
touched that the reader has made the effort to
contact me and pass on feedback. It's a
wonderful feeling!
Jonathan Hill, Manchester (Author)

The Orchid
By Katie W. Stewart
Pete wedged his fingers into a crack in the
rock and hauled himself higher. A few
minutes and he'd be there. He hung only
metres from destiny. Five years he'd spent
trekking through jungles. He'd discovered
plenty of never-before-recorded plants, but
this - the silver-lipped orchid - this would be
different. In this flower, the gypsy woman had
told him, lay his destiny. He smiled. One in
the eye for those stuffed shirts at the
University.
There! The flower, so exquisite.
He reached to touch its perfect petals,
slipped and plummeted.
Well, that was the last time he'd listen to a
fortune teller.
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Fantasy
Authors From the UK
By D.M. Andrews
A map showing just a small selection of some of Britain's self-published fantasy authors.
See britishindiefiction.blogspot.co.uk for a more comprehensive list.

Jaq D. Hawkins
Steampunk, fantasy, and
the occult.

Jim Webster
Cornelius Harker

This author writes
fantasy with plenty of
action, some humour, a
little pathos and less
magic.

Writing primarily within
the fantasy/horror genre,
this author explores the
darker side of
storytelling.

Katie W. Stewart

Damien Nash

Resides in Australia, born
in Lancashire.
Fantasy fiction for all
ages.

Young adult epic fantasy with dragons!

Mhairi Simpson

Nicola Palmer

D.M. Andrews

Writing adventure stories
with a fantasy/
paranormal flavour for
children aged nine to
ninety-nine.

Appealing to both old and
young alike, this author's
stories combine myth,
fantasy and a suitable
dose of humour.

Indie Scene

Escapist fantasy with
high levels of magic and
as many weird and
wonderful creatures as
can fit into the plot!
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What to do if A Crocodile Eats Your Laptop
Top tip taken from How Not to Self-Publish by Dee Whitaker
The signs: crocodile licking his lips; a few shards of laptop remain on the riverbank.
The symptoms: despair; self-criticism; frustration.
One of the biggest frustrations
known to authorkind is loss of
work. We’ve all been there – so
engrossed in what we’re writing
that we fail to take adequate
precautions in the backup
department. Then, the next thing
we
know,
a
computer
malfunction has gobbled up our
precious manuscript, and no
amount
of
stamping
and
screaming will bring it back.
Yes, neglecting to make adequate
backups is a common problem.
However,
some
file
loss
situations
are
unfortunate,
whereas others are plain stupid.
What on earth were you thinking
when you left the only copy of
your work on the edge of a
crocodile infested swamp? You’re
a writer for heaven’s sake! Surely
you could foresee the inevitable
conflict created by mixing
‘important manuscript’ and ‘large
snappy reptile’.

Still, there’s no point having
regrets. Once your laptop is in
the belly of a man-eating beast,
it’s best to focus on practical
solutions.
Stage 1: accept that the laptop is
gone. This is a crucial step that
could save your life. Do not,
whatever you do, attempt to
retrieve any part of your laptop,
even if you think you can see
your hard drive spinning on the
croc’s tongue. Similarly, you
must not try to capture the
crocodile. Yes, crocodiles
have been captured by
humans, but self-published
Kindle authors are hardly
known for their beast netting
capabilities.

time so make sure that you are
some distance away from the
swamp before you take out your
pen and paper.
Stage 4: use the experience to
inspire an action and adventure
thriller about a man who
narrowly escapes getting eaten by
a crocodile.
Stage 5: check
where you left
your wife.

Stage 2: vow to back up your
work religiously from now on.
Stage 3: write down everything
you can remember from your
manuscript. This could take some

DRABBLE (Hundred Word Fiction)
Answers to ‘Name the Book’ Quiz (page 19):

Just One Question
By Ken Magee

1. We Need To Talk About Kevin by Lionel Shriver

"I'm so sorry, love, but your twin sister is going to
die."
The little girl studied her daddy's face. Unshed
tears filled her eyes.
"The only thing that can save her is a bone
marrow transplant and you're the only match. So
you're her only chance."
The doctor then explained the procedure. He
explained the needle. He explained the pain.
The little girl listened intently, hugging her
Daddy tightly all the while.
"Are you sure you want to do this?" he asked.
"Yes, of course, she's my sister, but I have one
question."
"What, love?"
"Do I die straight away?"

2. Five Quarters of the Orange by Joanne Harris
3. Birdsong by Sebastian Faulks
4. The Book Thief by Markus Zusak
5. Cloud Atlas by David Mitchell
6. Alone in Berlin by Hans Fallada
7. The Woman in Black by Susan Hill
8. Noughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman
9. Emma by Jane Austen
10. Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
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A quick tip from an editor...

Using a Spell Check to Ensure Naming Consistency
By Olivia Wood
Editorial Director, Textmender.com
It’s important to make sure that your place and character names are spelled consistently. While MS
Word’s spell check can be very problematic for a general proofread, it can be a useful tool for dealing with
names.
If a name is unusual or made up, it will not be recognised by the MS
Word spell check, and should be flagged with red underlining. As you
work through your document, use “Ignore All” on the first mention of a
name. Then, copy it to a sheet of paper (and check this sheet as you go
along), so you know that that name has already been mentioned (you
don’t want to use “Ignore All” on more than one spelling of it). Any
instances where that name is spelled differently later in the document
should be caught by Word’s spell check, and highlighted with that red
underlining.
While this won’t catch where the wrong character’s name is used, it
should catch alternative spellings of a name, for example Smyth/Smythe.
This isn’t a foolproof method – the spell check will ignore ‘common’
names, so if the error produces something Word believes is correct (e.g.
where a character is called Mari but the error says Mary), it won’t flag it
up. Nevertheless, it’s still worth doing, as it only takes a short while, and
can make a huge difference to the overall presentation of your work.
Photograph by
Claire Lau
www.clairelauphotography.com
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Poetic
By David Wailing
"Babe, open the handcuffs now, I've had enough for one
night."
"I found out about you and that bitch off the forum."
"Wh-what? Who do you mean?"
"Lorraine-EroticaFan-1991."
"But... she's just a fan of my erotic poetry eBooks!"
"And your bedroom. She left her Kindle behind."
"Babe, she means nothing to me, she's just helping
with my writing!"
"I'll bet she is."
"Look, these handcuffs are hurting my ankles, let me
go and we'll... um... why are you putting lube on that
Kindle?"
"Open wide."
"What? NO!"
"They say everyone's got a book inside them, don't
they?"
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What Do You Think of
This Magazine?
Too much fiction? Not enough gnomes?
Would you like to see more crocodiles?
This is a pilot issue and the future of the
magazine lies in your hands.
Please write to us with suggestions,
feedback, letters and ideas for future
article.
admin@indie-book-bargains.co.uk
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Could You Write a
Drabble?
Want to try your hand at writing hundred word
fiction?
Indie Book Bargains needs drabbles to publish
in their daily newsletter. Authors of selected
books get to both showcase their work and link
to an Amazon page of their choice. Since
September, fifty authors have had drabbles
selected for inclusion.

Damien Nash

Topics range from quirky cats to concentration
camps, so there’s plenty of opportunity to
demonstrate diversity and experiment with
genre.

Affordable eBook
formatting and
proofreading

Trying to write a story in exactly one hundred
words presents an interesting challenge for the
writer.
To submit a drabble see:

djnashfiction.com/ebookfix

www.indie-book-bargains.co.uk

Are You Planning
a Kindle Promotion?
Want to announce it to 8,000 people in the UK?

Facebook ◊ Twitter ◊ Email ◊ Web
If you’re a Kindle author and you’re planning to
run a free or price drop promotion, then Indie
Book Bargains wants to know about it.
We send out a daily email newsletter and
publish all of our offers on Facebook and
Twitter, as well as on our website.

www.indie-book-bargains.co.uk
Submission does not guarantee inclusion.

We hand-pick the books we
feature.
If your book is selected then
you can display one of our
prestigious badges.
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